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Editorial  Opinion 

Critical  Mass  at  the  Crossroads 

City  Hall 's  attempt  to  meddle  with  the  pedals  sparks  an  insurrection 


93%  of  Mission 
homes  may  have 

lead  hazards 

Kids  are  most  likely 
group  to  be  harmed 

by  Robert  Ross, 

Sometimes  dangerous  things  happen 
in  mundane  and  seemingly  harmless 
ways.  On  a bright  sunny  morning  in 
early  June,  Andrew  Hasse’s  sleep  was 
interrupted  by  painters  scraping  and  sand- 
ing the  exterior  of  the  building  he  lives  in 
on  Bartlett  Street  The  painters  were  prim- 
ing the  building  for  a new  coat  of  paint. 
Their  work  on  the  12-unit  building  was 
like  many  renovations,  repairs  and  paint 
jobs  done  every  day  in  the  neighborhood. 

Within  the  paint  on  most  homes  in  the 
Mission  lies  an  almost  invisible  danger, 
lead.  When  lead  is  absorbed  into  the  blood 
stream  of  infants  and  toddlers,  those  most 
vulnerable  to  lead  poisoning,  it  effects  the 
central  nervous  system  and  can  cause 
learning  disabilities,  behavioral  problems, 
abdominal  pains  and  in  extreme  cases, 
seizures  and  comas,  according  to  Dr. 
Antonia  Sacchetti,  Director  of  Pediatrics  at 
the  Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center. 

The  toxic  lead  becomes  dangerous 
when  the  paint’s  seal  is  broken.  Lead  is 
released  in  the  form  of  microscopic  dust 

Continued  on  Page  4 


By  Victor  Miller 

End  of  the  month,  erei  of  the  work- 
week, end  of  the  day,  end  of 
Market.  For  the  past  five  years,  this 
has  been  the  appointed  time  and  place  for 
bicyclists  to  gather,  pick  a destination  and 
ride  as  a group  down  Market  Street  until 
the  monthly  end  point  necessitates  a 
course  change  into  one  neighborhood  or 
another.  This  simple  concept  of  temporari- 
ly appropriating  one  of  the  City’s  bleakest 
landscapes  and  endowing  it  with  some 
semblance  of  human  community,  has 
evolved  by  quantum  leaps  aixl  bounds  to 
become  an  enormously  powerful  state- 
ment, not  only  about  cycling,  but  also  the 
urban  environment,  itself. 

Since  the  first  ride,  in  September  1992 
with  45  people,  what  was  then  called 
"Commuter  Clot”  and  is  now  called 
Critical  Mass  has  been  embraced  and  emu- 
lated by  bicyclists  across  the  country  and 
across  the  world.  Regular  Masses  are  now 
being  celebrated  in  London,  Poznon,  Rio 
de  J amero,  Sydney  and  at  least  fifty  other 
major  cities. 

Chris  Carlsson,  a cyclist-commuter 
since  1978,  is  credited  by  many  as  the 
originator  of  Critical  Mass.  He  has  a defi- 
nite vision  of  what  he  and  other  original 


riders  wanted  Critical  Mass  to  be,  and  not 
to  be.  “We  managed  to  create  quite  a ripple 
by  asking  questions  that  don’t  fit  into  the 
paradigm.  It’s  not  about  going  to  the  City 
and  negotiating  the  terms  of  the  experi- 
ence. It’s  not  about  bicycling  per  se:  if  it 
were  only  bicycling,  I don’t  think  it  would 
have  the  power  it  has. 


"I  think  it’s  about  public  space.  Our 
society  is  so  devoid  of  public  space  where 
people  can  come  together  in  a spirit  of  cel- 
ebration or  protest  or  conviviality  or 
curiosity,  and  actually  come  out  of  it  feel- 
ing good,  like  something  good  happened 
here-I  met  other  human  beings." 

Continued  on  page  five 


Waiting  for  the  Mega-Mass  to  go  critical.  Photo  by  Nancy  Opitz 
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New  College  of 


California 

CHOOL 


Upholds  its  ^vv 

Commitment  to  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION 


Are  you  concerned  about  the  abandonment  of  affirmative  action  at 
major  Bay  Area  law  schools?  New  College  of  California  School  of  Law 

still  proudly  embraces  a commitment  to  affirmative  action,  and  believes  that  the 
purpose  of  law  school  is  to  educate  those  who  want  to  change  the  world  to  create 
a more  humane  and  just  society. 

New  College  of  California  School  of  Law  is  the  oldest  public  interest 
law  school  in  the  country.  We  are  the  only  law  school  in  the  Bay  Area 

whose  explicit  mission  is  to  serve  under- 
represented populations 
and  to  educate 
lawyers  committed 
to  idealism  and  the 
pursuit  of 
a just  society 
above  self-inter- 
est, money, 
and  power. 

We  are  appalled  by  the  current  flight  of  other  law  schools  from  their  prior 
years  of  support  for  affirmative  action,  and  oppose  the  effects  of  the  new 
admissions  policies.  Formerly  diverse  student  bodies  like  Berkeley's  Boalt  Hall  have 
suffered  a drastic  decline  in  minority  admissions,  which  will  soon  result  in  a decline 
in  the  total  minority  composition  of  the  legal  profession  in  California. 

New  College  has  graduated  hundreds  of  fine  and  dedicated  lawyers 

working  in  such  fields  as  legal  aid,  public  defender  practice,  civil  rights, 
environmental  law  and  advocacy,  immigration  law,  and  progressive  forms  of 
alternative  dispute  resolution  such  as  mediation. 

If  you  want  to  attend  a law  school  that  stands  up  for  the  importance  of 
diversity  in  its  student  body  and  in  the  legal  profession  at  a time  when 
many  law  schools  appear  to  have  abandoned  their  moral  convictions,  come  to 
New  College  of  California  School  of  Law. 

We  still  have  a few  openings  for  the  Fall  1997  class.  Please  call  our 
admissions  office  to  have  a catalogue  sent  to  you.  New  College  of  California 
School  of  Law  is  fully  accredited  by  the  State  Bar  of  California.  Federal  and 
State  Financial  Aid  and  s*ome  scholarships  are  available. 


All  Programs 
are  currently 
accepting  applications 
for  Fall  '97: 

School  of  Graduate  Psychology 

(Social-Clinical  & Feminist  Concentrations) 

❖ 

Teacher  Education  Credential 

CLAD/BCLAD 

(Spanish  or  Cantonese  bilingual  focus) 

❖ 

Poetics  B.A,  M.A. 

M.F.A.  in  Poetics  & Writting 

<r 

Humanities  B.A. 

(Arts  & Literature,  Community 
& Global  Studies,  Cultural  Studies) 

Weekend  Programs  Include: 
Accelerated  B.A.  Completion 
Humanities  and  Leadership  M.A. 
Accelerated  Science  Institute 

•> 

Financial  Aid  is  Available. 

Accredited  by 
the  Western  Association 
of  Schools  & Colleges. 

People  of  Color 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 


... 


^0 


CELEBRATING  25  YEARS  OF 
PROGRESSIVE  EDUCATION 
IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


For  Admissions  & Open  House  info:  (415)  437-3460 

New  College  of  California  • 50  Fell  St.,  SF,  CA  94102  • e-mail:  admissions@ncgate.newcollege.edu 
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Diversity  and  unity  will  be  celebrated  at  two  festivals  held  in  August 


Unity ‘97^ 

"avv 


on  August  24 


Empowering  youth,  promoting  unity 
and  cooperation  in  San  Francisco’s  most 
multicultural  neighborhood  and  striving 
for  world  peace  are  three  goals  of  the 
Unity  Foundation’s  executive  director  Bill 
McCarthy,  whose  “Unity  ‘97  Festival” 
returns  to  the  Mission  Recreation  Center 
this  month  with  even  bigger  expectations 
then  last  year’s  successful  first  run  in  the 
Mission.  Organizers  of  the  event,  present- 
ed by  the  Unity  Foundation  and  the  S.F. 
Recreation  and  Park  Department,  expect 
more  than  2,000  to  attend  throughout  the 
afternoon. 

The  festival  highlights  local  performers, 
headlined  by  Dr.  Loco -an  artist  McCarthy 
dubs  “the  most  prominent  Latino  per- 
former in  the  Bay  Area”-  and  who  will  fea- 
ture Francisco  Herrera  with  his  band. 
There  will  also  be  diverse  informational 
presentations  promoting  community  coop- 
eration Live  music  and  DJs,  dance,  the- 
ater, poetry,  a Native  American  opening 
ceremony,  in  addition  to  children’s  enter- 
tainment and  art  projects  are  all  scheduled 
in  the  day’s  events. 

Several  community  leaders  will  also  be 
on  hand,  including  Rudy  Corpuz  and  his 
United  Playaz,  the  youth  basketball  pro- 
gram that  strives  to  end  gang  violence  in 
Bernal  Heights,  and  Dolores  Huerta’s 
daughter,  Juanita  Chavez,  who  at  last 
year’s  festival,  urged  the  public  to  vote. 
Speakers  will  address  various  issues 
important  to  the  Mission  community 
including  accessing  health  and  legal  ser- 
vices. McCarthy  plans  to  “show-case  those 
service  providers”  in  order  to  provide  a 
forum  for  people  who  often  don’t  know 
where  to  ask  for  help. 

Further  entertainment  possibilities 
include  the  Rec  Center’s  auditorium  that- 
transformed  by  the  “Multimedia  Wizardry 
of  Stefan  G. ’’-promises  to  be  a full-body 
experience  in  the  latest  communications 
technology. 

The  Unity  Foundation,  a nonprofit  orga- 
nization, whose  founding  in  1976  was 
inspired  by  a live  performance  of  the 
Jefferson  Starship  tune  “Ride  the  Tiger”, 
moved  to  the  Mission  two  years  ago  to  be 
in  San  Francisco’s  center  of  multicultural 
living.  Unity  receives  no  grant  money  and 
survives  on  the  efforts  of  its  dedicated  vol- 
unteer staff,  whose  timeless  goals  are  the 
promoting  of  peace,  cooperation  and  unity. 


This  year  Unity  is  also  co-presenting  the 
30th  Annual  Summer  of  Love  celebration, 
which  continues  throughout  the  Bay  Area 
into  October  in  an  effort  to  raise  money  for 
worthy  causes.  In  preparation  for  the 
event,  there  will  be  groups  volunteering 
sidewalk  and  street  cleaning  and  graffiti 
paint-outs.  All  the  performers,  as  well  as 
Unity’s  organizers,  are  receiving  no  finan- 
cial compensation  for  the  event 

Unity  ‘97  Festival  will  be  held  at  the 
Mission  Recreation  Center,  2450  Harrison 
Street  Sunday,  August  24,  noon-7 
p.m.The  public  is  requested  to  take  public 
transport  to  the  Unity  Festival.  Buses  #14, 
49,  33.x£r 

^“11 16th  Street 
Block  Party 
-on  August  31 

It’s  back!  It’s  bigger!  (But  not  enormous 
and  impersonal)  It’s  better  than  ever. 

The  16th  Street  Block  party  rides  again 
on  Sunday,  August  31,  from  10  a.m.  to  10 
p.m.,  to  celebrate  the  unity  of  San 
Francisco’s  most  diversified  stretch  of 
real  estate,  I6th  between  Guerrero  and 
Valencia. 

Most  street  fairs  have  a sort  of 
“McStarbucks”  aspect  to  them.  You  can 
expect  to  buy  a Polish  sausage  that  tastes 
just  like  the  one  you  wolfed  down  three 
months  before  in  Seattle,  or  a piece  of  gen- 
uine Santa  Fe  style  jewelry  that  looks  pret- 
ty much  like  the  stuff  they  were  selling  at 
the  last  Carnaval  (Its  actually  the  stuff  they 
couldn’t  sell  at  Carnaval!)  Everything  has 
the  feel  of  a floating  funky  franchise; 
every  Tai  Barbecue  stand  has  deja  vu  writ- 
ten all  over  it 

The  Sixteenth  Street  Block  Party  is  dif- 
ferent. Merchants  located  on  the  street  pro- 
vide the  food  the  entertainment  and  the 
whatever-they-got  to  make  the  event  go. 
It’s  indigenous  and  grassrooty,  reflecting 
16th  Street’s  many  faces  and  cultures,  as 
was  beautifully  documented  by  the  recent 
book  of  photo-biographies  by  Bert  Katz  of 
Katz  Bagels,  16th  Street:  Faces  of  the 
Mission  s year’s  event  will  include  a stage 
area  just  south  of  16th  on  Albion,  featuring 
a broad-spectrum  cross-cultural  array  of 
the  Mission’s  most  popular  local  bands, 
many  of  whom  are  listed  below,  as  well  as 
a number  of  live  performances  that  have 
yet  to  be  announced. 

Rube  Waddel:  Masters  of  the  “cowa- 
banga”  style,  legends  of  Leed’s  Shoes  and 
unlawful  assemblies 


Thoth.  Trance-adelic  sounds  by  cello 
percussion  and  violin  from  the  minimally 
attired  veterans  of  the  BART  Cave 

Gravity:  Techno -Indust rial  music, 
speaking  to  submerged  soul  of  the  Euro- 
trash Diaspora 

Simon  Dray:  French  traditional 
music  to  chill  out  to 

Los  Compás:  The  hottest  thing 
going  in  salsa,  cumbia,  merengue  or  what- 
ever the  occasion  demands 

Tiger  Balm:  Hip-Hop,  Funk  and 
Blues,  body  music  with  consciousness 


Spoonful  of  Blues:  AU  the  Blues 
you  can  use 

The  Block  Party  is  sponsored  by  the 
North  Mission  Neighborhood  Association, 
which  put  the  whole  thing  together  with 
the  work  of  dozens  of  volunteers  and  the 
assistance  of  the  Unity  Foundation. 
Participating  businesses  include  Ti-Couz, 
the  Roxie,  Truly  Mediterranean,  the 
Kilowat  and  just  about  every  happening 
spot  on  that  part  of  16th  Street,  plus  a few 
from  Valencia  Street 

Parking  on  16th  between  Guerrero  and 
Valencia  will  be  prohibited  the  day  of  the 
event.  For  more  information  call  252- 
7712. 
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José  Emilio  Medina, 

Supervisor,  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco  and  CCSF  Alumnus 


“CCSF  has  become  a 
tradition  for  two  generations 
of  the  Medina  family!” 


aMy  education  includes  a bachelor’s  degree 
in  Urban  Studies  from  SF  State  University, 
graduate  studies  at  the  School  of  Business 
at  Harvard  University,  and  a law  degree 
from  Hastings  College  of  the  Law. 

Still,  my  closest  ties  are  at  CCSF  where  I 
served  as  President  of  the  Student  Body  and 
La  Raza  Student  Organization  and  where  1 
received  a well-rounded  undergraduate 
education. 


My  wife  Raquel  also  attended  CCSF,  and 
my  son  Leon  started  his  bachelor’s  degree 
at  City  College,  transferred  to  the  University 
of  California  at  Los  Angeles  and  is  now 
pursuing  his  law  degree. 

In  my  many  years  of  service  to  the  commu- 
nity, I have  always  maintained  that  a college 
education  is  the  best  guarantee  for.  effective 
participation  in.  a democratic  society.  An 
educated  workforce  will  help  us  ensure  the 
economic  well-being  of  our  city.» 


Fall  Semester  1997  Credit* and  Free  Non-Credit  Day,  Evening  and  Weekend  Courses  Begin  on  August  18th! 

Apply  Now!  Call  (415)  239-3285.  For  a complete  listing  of  courses  visit  http://www.ccsf.cc.ca.us  ’"Only  $13  a unit  for  all  CA  residents 
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Lead  hazard  in  homes 


and  paint  chips  when  the  paint  is  not  prop- 
erly maintained  and  when  precautions  are 
not  taken  while  painting,  renovating  and 
repairing  homes,  according  to  Laura 
O’Heir,  the  Industrial  Hygienist  at  the 
Childhood  Lead  Prevention  Program 
(CLPP)  at  the  San  Francisco  Department 
of  Public  Health  (DPH).  The  CLPP  esti- 
mates that  93  percent  of  the  homes  in  the 
Mission  were  built  before  federal  legisla- 
tion in  1978  restricted  the  amount  of  lead 
in  commercial  paints.  “Any  pre-1978 
housing  is  assumed  to  have  lead  contain- 
ing paint,”  O'Heir  said. 

“There’s  just  a blanket  of  lead  over  the 
whole  area,”  said  Brad  Pike,  the  construc- 
tion manager  for  Lynch  Associates,  the 
management  company  for  the  Bartlett 
Street  building  where  the  painting  was 
done.  The  building  was  sold  soon  after  it 
was  painted. 

Hasse’s  irritation  at  being  awakened 
turned  to  concern  when  a neighbor  from  an 
adjacent  house  complained  to  him  about 
all  the  paint  chips  falling  into  her  yard. 
After  doing  some  research  and  questioning 
the  painters,  Hasse  posted  warnings  in  the 
building  alerting  the  other  tenants  to  close 
and  seal  their  windows  because  it  was  like- 
ly that  the  paint  being  sanded  and  scraped 
contained  lead.  Hasse  said  that  no  notifica- 
tion was  given  to  the  tenants  regarding  the 
work  being  done  and  the  possible  dangers 
of  it,  and  that  no  precautions  were  taken  by 
the  painters. 

Christina  Savage  and  her  husband  were 
the  on-site  managers  of  the  building.  She 
also  confirmed  that  tenants  weren’t  noti- 
fied about  the  work  and  that  the  painters 
didn't  take  any  precautions  with  the  lead 
paint. 

“It  was  a total  surprise  for  us,  we  had  no 
idea.  The  surprise  came  for  us  when  my 
window  was  open  and  they  started  spray- 
ing the  building  and  my  kitchen  got 
drenched.  I asked  them  to  tape  the  win- 
dows and  at  least  tell  the  tenants,  but  they 
didn’t,”  Savage  said.  “Nothing  was  sealed. 

It  was  a really  bad  scene.  No  precautions 
were  taken.  We’re  still  cleaning  up  dust 
from  that  time.” 

Phil  Bass  owns  Bay  Area  Painting,  the 
company  hired  to  paint  the  Bartlett  build- 
ing. Bass  said  that  they  did  not  seal  the 
windows  or  place  plastic  around  the  build- 
ing because  it  was  not  a lead  abatement 
project  They  were  simply  hired  to  paint 
the  building,  he  said. 

“There’s  no  requirement  that  we  seal 
them,”  Bass  said.  “Once  we  realized  it  was 
lead  we  took  precautions.  Painters  are  not 
going  to  do  that  unless  they  are  told  to  do 
that.”  Bass  said  that  his  painters  wore  res- 
pirators and  the  proper  clothing  for  the  job 
and  that  he  is  now  enrolled  in  a class  to 
become  interim-certified  to  work  with  lead 
paint.  Bass  sent  a crew  out  after  the  job 
was  finished  to  further  clean  up  the  site,  he 
said.  It  cost  him  about  $5,000 

Pike  said  that  part  of  the  problem  is  that 
contractors  are  not  educated  about  lead 
safe  practices  and  that  only  very  recently 
has  information  become  available  to  con- 
tractors and  workers.  “They’re  blowing 
lead  all  over  the  place,”  Pike  said  of  the 
work  being  done  in  the  Missioa  “There’s 
just  nothing  regulated.” 

Tenants  and  Children  Unprotected 

The  DPH  has  created  guidelines  and 
programs  to  educate  contractors  and  work- 
ers on  lead  safe  practices,  according  to 
O’Heir.  These  guidelines  have  been  adopt- 
ed from  federal  guidelines  created  by  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  The  DPH’s  guidelines  state 
that  buildings  must  be  sealed,  particularly 
windows,  and  all  sanding  and  scraping 
should  be  dono  with  water  and  High 


Efficiency  Particulate  Air  Filter  (HEPA) 
vacuums  and  tools  to  contain  all  the  paint 
chips  and  dust  released  by  the  roiled  paint. 
Plastic  larps  should  cover  the  ground  to 
catch  paint  chips  and  dust.  Workers  need  to 
wear  respirators  with  special  filters,  dis- 
posable suits,  gloves  and  protection  around 
shoes.  The  DPH  has  also  worked  with 
retail  stores  to  educate  consumers  regard- 
ing lead  hazards.  O’Heir  said  that  Cole 
Hardware  now  rents  the  HEPA  vacuums. 

The  only  expansive  legislation  address- 
ing the  issue  of  lead  poisoning  is  the 
California  Occupational  Safety  and  Health 
Act  of  1973  (CAL  OSH  A)  that  protects 
workers  from  unsafe  and  unhealthy  work 
environments.  While  that  legislation  pro- 
tects workers,  there  is  no  statutory  law  pro- 
tecting the  tenants  and  children  in  the 
homes  that  contractors  work  on,  according 
to  Neil  Gendel,  chair  of  the  Lead 
Poisoning  Prevention  Project  in  San 
Francisco. 

“There’s  no  law  regulating  anything 
with  respect  to  these  lead  hazards,”  warned 
Gendel.  “The  owners  are  always  responsi- 
ble, that’s  the  bottom  line.  The  owner  is 
responsible  for  whatever  happens  on  their 
property.  But  that  is  common  law.  Once  in 
a while  you  need  the  power  of  enforce- 
ment,” he  said,  adding  that  for  now,  “We 
hope  they  fix  it,  sometimes  they  don’t” 

Gendel  co-chairs  the  Lead  Hazard 
Reduction  Citizen’s  Advisory  Committee 
(LHRCAC),  a San  Francisco  group  created 
from  the  1992  Comprehensive  Lead 
Poison  Prevention  Ordinance.  The  com- 
mittee proposed  legislation  that  became 
law  last  November  and  stands  as  the  only 
law  that  protects  children  from  unsafe  lead 
exposure  in  San  Francisco  homes.  Gendel 
calls  it  the  “response  legislation”  because 
it  authorizes  the  DPH  to  enforce  lead  test- 
ing in  homes  where  children  show  above 
normal  levels  of  lead  contamination  in 
their  blood.  If  the  home  tests  positive  for 
lead,  the  DPH  has  the  authority  to  have  the 
property  owner  clean  up  the  problem. 

“So  far,  the  landlords  have  cooperated," 
Gendel  said.  One  drawback  to  the  law  is 
that  only  10  to  20  percent  of  the  children 
who  need  to  be  tested  are  screened, 
according  to  Gendel.  The  DPH  and  the 
LHRCAC  have  proposed  a new  compre- 
hensive ordinance  that  would  protect  the 
children  in  affected  homes  by  mandating 
contractors  and  landlords  to  follow  lead 
safe  practices  when  doing  any  lead  related 
work  on  properties.  Gendel  added,  “Kids 
can  be  perfectly  safe  in  housing  with  plen- 
ty of  lead  as  long  as  you  take  care  of  it.” 

“It  will  be  great  when  that  legislation 
passes.  Right  now  you  drive  around  the 
city  and  people  are  painting  and  renovat- 
ing everywhere  without  taking  precau- 
tions,” Pike  said. 

“We’re  kind  of  in  a gray  area.  Right 
now  there  is  no  good  procedure  in  place,” 
O’Heir  said  about  the  legalities  of  workers 
and  landlords  who  do  not  follow  lead  safe 
practices. 

Who  pays  for  the  cleanup? 

One  complicated  issue  surrounding  tte 
proposed  new  legislation  is  whether  the 
costs  of  the  work  will  be  passed  down  to 
tenants  in  the  form  of  rent  increases. 
Gendel  said  that  deferred  maintenance 
costs  couldn’t  be  passed  on  to  tenants  but 
that  in  some  cases,  a new  owner  improving 
the  state  of  the  property  could  pass  on 
some  of  the  costs  to  the  renters.  “One  of 
the  most  important  things  in  the  Mission  is 
to  go  for  decent  housing”  Gendel  said. 

The  Mission  Neighborhood  Health 
Center  has  been  screening  children  in  the 
Mission  for  lead  poisoning  in  blood  over 
the  last  few  years.  Using  a sample  of  700 
children,  tests  revealed  that  last  year  8 per- 


imperils kids 
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cent  of  the  children  screened  had  an  ele- 
vated lead  blood  level  and  on  the  average, 
over  the  last  few  years,  two  to  three  chil- 
dren per  year  have  it  elevated  to  the  point 
of  requiring  medical  attention,  according 
Sacchetti. 

Some  of  the  symptoms  are  general 
crankiness,  upset  stomachs  and  loss  of 
color  in  the  face,  according  to  O’Heir 
Sacchetti  has  noticed  what  she  calls  a dou- 
ble-edged symptom  called  pica.  Pica  is  a 
medical  term  used  to  describe  the  condi- 
tion of  eating  dirt  and  paint,  and  has 
become  common  amongst  contaminated 
children.  “For  some  reason  they  have  a 
craving  for  it,”  Sacchetti  said,  adding  that 
when  they  eat  the  paint  it  increases  the 
level  of  lead  poisoning.  She  said  tte  best 
treatment  for  the  problem  is  environmental 
control. 

Gendel  said  that  the  statistics  can  be 
misleading.  The  blood  tests  only  detect 
lead  exposure  within  30  days  before  test- 
ing. After  30  days,  lead  leaves  the  blood 
stream  and  gets  absorbed  into  the  bones 
and  tissue.  Gendel  recalled  a 1993  DPH 
project  that  randomly  tested  kids  in  risky 
looking  homes.  The  results  of  these  tests 
differed  from  other  screenings.  Normally, 
about  9 percent  of  one  year-olds  test  above 
normal  in  the  Mission,  but  in  the  1993 
tests,  17  to  18  percent  of  the  one  year-olds 
tested  above  normal. 

While  adults  absorb  lead  through 
inhalation,  young  children  primarily 
absorb  lead  through  ingestion,  according 
to  O’Heir.  One  of  the  most  common  cir- 
cumstances for  contact  with  lead  is  around 
windows.  Even  the  opening  and  closing  of 
windows  creates  enough  friction  to  break 
the  paint's  seal  and  produce  lead  contami- 
nated dust  and  paint  chips.  The  dust  gets 


on  fingers  and  toys,  which  find  their  way 
into  infant’s  and  toddler’s  mouths.  On  a 
larger  scale  and  more  dangerous,  is  the 
great  amount  of  dust  formed  from  improp- 
er sanding  and  scraping.  This  dust  also 
contaminates  soil  and  pets.  And  there  have 
been  cases  where  children  had  above  nor- 
mal lead  in  their  blood  from  parents  who 
brought  the  dust  home  from  work. 

For  more  information  on  lead  poisoning 
and  what  you  can  do,  call  the  Childhood 
Lead  Prevention  Program  at  554-8930. 


COMPOST 

HAPPENS! 

•COMPOSTING  WORMS  $ 10/LB 
♦WORM  BOXES  AND  BINS 
MADE  FROM  RECYCLED  WOOD  OR 
PLASTIC 


(415)  282-WORM 

BECAUSE  WE  LOVE  PLANTS 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


AUGUST  1997  5 


New  Mission  News 
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Carlos  Corujo,  24,  who  just  opened 
Freewheel,  a bike  shop  on  Valencia  Street, 
has  gone  on  Critical  Mass  rides  since  the 
first  one.  He  sees  Critical  Mass  as  an  alter- 
native transportation  motivator  but  admits 
there  is  a variety  of  opinions.  “I  have  seen 
Critical  Mass  do  great  things  over  the  last 
five  years.  ..  Critical  Mass  is  a way  to 
inspire  people  to  ride  bikes,  and  if  you 
look  down  Market  Street,  there’s  more 
people  riding  bikes  than  ever  before. 
That’s  done  a lot  for  our  city...  But  there 
are  all  sorts  of  different  ideas  about  what  it 
is,  because  there  are  so  many  different 
experiences  that  happen  with  Critical 
Mass.” 

In  1995,  Carlsson  and  other  originators 
stopped  putting  out  newsletters  and  sug- 
gested routes  when  they  saw  that  the  large 
number  of  cyclists  drawn  to  the  event  lead 
people  to  stop  interacting  and  become 
anonymous  again.  Carlsson  refereed  to  one 
Critical  Mass  as  the  “Stepford  Wives 
Ride”  because  of  the  herd  mentality  of  the 
participants.  The  ride,  nevertheless,  con- 
tinued to  attract  more  riders,  eventually  a 
critical  mass  of  them. 

Critical  Crackdown 

By  June  of  1997,  Critical  Mass  in  San 
Francisco  had  swelled  to  3,000  partici- 
pants, angering  some  motorists-com- 
muters  and  radio  talk  show  hosts,  whom 
complained  to  Mayor  Brown  and  received 
his  assurances  that  there  would  be  a crack- 
down. 

As  the  date  of  the  July  Critical  Mass 
approached,  cyclists  remained  defiant  and 
the  Brown  Administration  made  a last 
ditch  effort  to  avoid  what  was  beginning  to 
look  like  big  trouble.  At  a July  21  meeting 
with  a few  selected  cyclists,  the  Mayor 
referred  to  the  Critical  Mass  as  “bike  rides 
that  have  been  occurring  on  a spontaneous 
basis.”  Brown  said  his  intention  was  to 
determine  “how  this  healthy  colorful  and 
enjoyable  activity  can  be  engaged  in  in  a 
way  that  reduces  the  amount  of  hostility 
expressed  by  some  people."  Police  Captain 
Dennis  Martel,  in  charge  of  the  Critical 
Mass  police  escort,  told  the  mayor  that 
Critical  Mass  had  “no  identifiable  leaders” 
and  Deputy  Chief  Rich  Holder  suggested 
that  a town  hall  meeting  be  held  before  the 
next  ride  to  head  off  a confrontation. 

Others  at  the  meeting,  notably  Christian 
J.  Lackner,  who  identified  himself  as  ’’the 
person  who  organized  the  last  Critical 
Mass”,  argued  for  a less  open,  more  leader 
oriented  process.  Lackner  told  the  Mayor, 
“There  could  be  an  accommodation  that 
most  cyclists  certainly  would  find  agree- 
able ” Subsequent  events  showed  this  to  be 
untrue,  but  it  sounded  like  good,  old-fash- 
ioned deal  cutting,  familiar  ground  for 
most  politicians,  especially  Willie  Brown. 

Dishonest  Posturing 

Deal  cutting  was  delegated  to 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki.  Yaki,  in  his  brief 
term  on  the  Board,  has  managed  to  spark 
the  anger  of  tenant  groups  by  flipflopping 
on  owner  move-in  evictions,  offended 
activists  who  want  to  save  the  Central 
Freeway  and  caused  a youth  revolt  at  the 
mayor’s  youth  summit.  His  credentials  as  a 
statesman  are,  to  say  the  least,  open  to  seri- 
ous question.  Nevertheless,  the  following 
day  it  was  Yaki  who  sat  down  with  a group 
of  bicyclists  to  work  something  out.  Yaki 
said  he  barred  the  press  from  this  discus- 
sion in  order  to  “guarantee  honest  discus- 
sion and  avoid  posturing”.  The  “deal"  that 
came  out  of  this  meeting  established  an 
official  route  and  departure  time,  which  all 
cyclists  were  expected  to  adhere  to  in 
exchange  for  the  City  implementing  ele- 
ments of  a bicycle  plan  that  the  City  was 
supposedly  already  committed  to,  and  a 
summit  on  alternative  transportation.  The 


wisdom  of  holding  an  all  day  meeting  and 
calling  it  a summit  is  not  immediately 
apparent  to  people  w ho  are  not  bureaucrats 
or  politicians,  least  of  all  Critical  Mass 
participants,  whose  idea  of  an  alternative 
transportation  summit  is  Critical  Mass. 

Members  of  the  San  Francisco  Bicycle 
Coalition  who  attended  the  meeting  denied 
they  made  any  deal  on  Critical  Mass  what- 
soever. According  to  their  official  policy 
statement,  they  were  there  “solely  to  dis- 
cuss the  issue  that  underlies  Critical 
Mass — the  lack  of  safe,  viable  transporta- 
tion alternatives  in  the  City.”  Fine  points 
like  this  are  usually  lost  in  times  of  great 
excitement. 

The  “deal”  with  those  the  media  was 
referring  to  as  the  “leaders”  of  Critical 
Mass  is  now,  itself,  the  focus  of  attentioa 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  deal;  there  was  only 
a transparent  piece  of  dishonest  posturing, 
but  initial  reports  made  it  look  like  the 
cyclists  and  Yaki  were  licking  honey  out 
of  each  other’s  navels. 

On  Friday,  July  25,  reality  intervened. 
Less  than  a hundred  of  the  five  to  seven 
thousand  of  those  who  showed  up  for  the 
Mega-Mass  followed  the  “approved” 
route;  the  rest  took  off  all  over  the  City. 
The  ensuing  chaos  had  been  predictable 
well  in  advance. 

Market  Street  Meltdown 

Critical  Mass,  in  its  earlier  days,  may 
have  been  vulnerable  to  political  pressure 
from  the  powers  that  be.  It  may  have  been, 
for  most  participants,  simply  a social  event 
or  a means  of  advancing  the  two  wheel 
transportation  agenda.  But  as  the  name 
implies,  at  some  point,  the  sheer  number 
of  riders  would  inevitably  lead  to  qualita- 
tive changes  in  awareness,  in  behavior 
and/or  the  nature  of  the  event  itself.  That 
point  seems  to  have  been  reached  at  the 
June  ride,  after  which  politicians  and 
police-for  the  usual  reason  of  restoring 
order-decided  to  assume  control.  But  by 
then,  it  was  too  late. 


Mass  Confusion 

One  veteran  rider,  Annie  Canalyst, 
placed  the  blame  squarely  on  Martel  and 
the  cops  for  the  fiasco.  “They’ve  screwed 
up  for  five  years.  They  failed  by  trying  to 
be  in  control  instead  of  letting  people  just 
ride  their  ride.”  She  was  irate  that  in  previ- 
ous rides,  police  insistence  that  the 
massers  stay  together  in  one  group  had 
lead  to  police  instigated  lawlessness.  “If 
we  stopped  at  a red  light,  we’d  be  threat- 
ened with  citation  or  arrest.  They’d  just 
yell  at  us  ‘Come  on  keep  the  group  togeth- 
er.’ We  just  wanted  to  go  along  with  the 
flow  of  traffic  in  small  groups,”  she  said 
Ironically,  it  was  motorist  complaints  to 
the  Mayor  about  cyclists  running  red  lights 
that  set  in  motion  the  chain  of  events  that 
lead  to  the  July  25  pandemonium 

Carlos  Corujo  said  that  the  clashes  he 
observed  were  caused  by  the  actions  of 
irrational  motorists  trying  to  push  through 
the  Mass,  and  the  mayor’s  meddling. 
“Whenever  cars  push  through  the  Mass, 
there’s  always  going  to  be  some  kind  of 
trouble  because  first  of  all,  they’re  going 
to  end  up  hitting  a bicycle.  When  you  hit  a 
bicycle  and  there’s  other  bicyclists  arourei, 
there’s  just  going  to  be  trouble. . .But  there 
was  never  that  kind  of  hostility  toward 
Critical  Mass  before  Willie  Brown  carried 
on,  not  lijce  what  I saw  on  Friday.” 

Some  portions  of  the  July  25  Mass  were 
definitely  pure,  spontaneous  anarchy  and 
lead  to  scuffles  and  roughhousing,  which 
are  an  inevitable  part  of  any  frenetic  con- 
gregation of  human  beings.  There  were 
also,  however,  a number  of  planned  alter- 
native actions  that  went  smoothly.  Myra 
Chachkian,  who  commutes  by  Bart  and 
bike  to  the  East  Bay,  said  she  went  on  one 
of  the  unofficial  routes  on  Friday,  “The 
ride  was  more  chaotic  than  usual  but  I saw 
hardly  any  violence  or  police.”  (After 
being  interviewed  in  the  Examiner, 
Chachkian  received  harassing  phone 
calls,  one  at  3 am,  from  a man  who  threat- 
ened to  report  her  to  Governor  Wilson.) 


Bay  Bridge  met  with  the  expected  opposi- 
tion from  police,  who  tend  to  be  remark- 
ably humorless  about  such  things. 

The  Tenderloin,  the  Marina  and 
Fishermen’s  Wharf  suddenly  all  became 
Critical  Mass  sites.  The  beast  was  loose 
The  genie  was  out  of  the  bottle.  The  event 
had  atomized  into  dozens  of  separate  fac- 
tions, each  with  its  own  raison  de  etre  and 
modus  operand] 

There  were  250  arrests,  mostly  of  the 
general  principles — failure  to  disperse — 
type.  Some  cyclists  complained  that  police 
deliberately  boxed  them  in,  making  it 
impossible  to  disperse,  and  then  arrested 
them.  Only  110  people  were  actually 
charged  with  a crime,  the  rest  were  held 
and  then  released.  There  were  surprisingly 
few  injuries,  considering  the  vigorousness 
of  the  action 

As  the  countdown  begins  for  the  August 
Critical  Mass,  no  one  really  knows  what  to 
expect,  but  the  attempted  suppression  of 
the  largest  and  most  dynamic  grassroots 
movement  of  the  decade  has  set  the  stage 
for  acts  of  civil  disobedience  on  a scale  not 
seen  since  the  sixties. 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  police  are  now 
declaring  what  they  and  the  mayor  had 
termed  the  previous  week  a “leaderless” 
and  “spontaneous"  occurrence,  to  be  “an 
athletic  event”  in  need  of  a permit.  There 
have  been  proposals  to  confiscate  the 
bikes  of  those  arrested,  license  cyclists, 
register  bikes,  ban  cycling  events  after  5 
p m.  and  ban  cars  from  downtown  Market 
Street  There  have  also  been  mini-Masses, 
Monday  Masses  and  calls  for  multiple 
mini-masses  on  Mondays. 

At  his  July  3 1 press  conference  Mayor 
Brown  said,  “I  am  prepared  to  sit  down 
with  anybody,  if  we  can  bring  reality  out 
of  chaos.”  He  added,  “We  must  take  care 
we  do  not  mix  anarchy  with  democracy,” 
thereby  touching  on  what  may  be  the  four 
cardinal  points  of  San  Francisco  politics. 

Last  and  probably  least,  Michael  Yaki. 
the  town’s  unhappicst  camper,  is  looking 
into  extreme  measures  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic from  bicycles. 

End  of  the  month.  End  of  the  work- 
week. End  of  the  day.  End  of  Market.  End 
of  an  era? 
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Critical  Mass  has  now  served  as  the  out- 
let for  the  broader  frustration  and  discon- 
tent people  feel  with  the  dirtiness,  the  con- 
tamination and  the  general  inhospitability 
of  the  urban  environment,  much  of  which 
can  be  justifiably  attributed  to  a social  sys- 
tem that  has  made  too  many  accommoda- 
tions to  the  automobile.  Bicycling  is  both  a 
symbolic  protest  and  the  pragmatic  alter- 
native. Mass  bicycling,  such  as  began  in 
San  Francisco  and  is  now  spreading 
throughout  the  world,  is  a social  move- 
ment that,  if  it  continues  to  grow,  will 
make  extraordinary  demands  for  the  phys- 
ical reconfiguration  of  our  cities. 

This  is  not  something  that  can  be 
resolved  by  making  a deal  with  “the  lead- 
ers.” Bicyclists  revolted  and  they  did  so  in 
overwhelming  numbers.  This  was  not  at 
the  direction  of  leaders  but  in  direct  defi- 
ance of  San  Francisco’s  most  popular 
mayor  in  decades.  In  fact,  Willie  Brown 
had  not  even  finished  his  speech  when 
hordes  of  massers  pedaled  past  him,  out  of 
Justin  Herman  Plaza  and  into  chaos  of  his- 
toric proportions. 

Captain  Martel  had  assured  the  mayor 
and  the  others  at  the  July  2 1 meeting  that, 
should  the  situation  get  out  of  hand,  the 
cops  were  “fully  prepared  to  take  the 
course  that’s  necessary.”  This  proved  to  be 
a less  than  accurate  assessment  of  the  situ- 
ation. When  he  had  been  asked  specifical- 
ly what  steps  he  would  take,  Martel  said, 
“We  haven’t  necessarily  made  that  deter- 
mination yet.”  They  apparently  never  did. 
Confrontations  between  universally  pissed 
off  motorists  and  adrenaline-charged 
cyclists,  amid  San  Francisco’s  worst  traffic 
nightmare  not  due  to  an  earthquake,  were 
soon  underway. 


in  tne  most  wen  strategized  unsanc- 
tioned action,  two  separate  groups  of  50  to 
a hundred  riders  started  from  Pier  7 arel 
South  Park,  and  then  proceeded  to  zigzag 
in  and  out  of  the  main  Mass,  which  was 
moving  west  on  Market  by  fits  and  starts. 
With  each  swoop  across  Market,  bicyclers 
were  unassimilated  from  the  Borg  herd 
and  joined  the  elaborate  ballet  that  the 
rebel  cyclists  were  coordinating  by  walky- 
talky.  At  City  Hall,  both  the  contingents- 
now  over  three  hundred  strong-merged 
without  even  slowing  down,  and  headed 
for  North  Beach  via  Franklin.  This  truly 
spectacular  bit  of  two-wheeled  choreogra- 
phy was  accomplished  without  a police 
incident  and  in  accordance  with  all  the 
traffic  laws  that  made  sense  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Others  headed  for  the  Mission  where, 
although  generally  well  received  by  our 
bicycle  friendly  community,  they  were 
confronted  with  a gun  wielding  motorist  at 
21st  and  Valencia,  who  was  forced  back  in 
his  car  by  overwhelming  numbers  of 
cyclists  before  he  could  discharge  his 
weapon.  Those  w ho  tried  to  take  over  the 
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Are  San  Francisco’s 
resources  sustainable? 


Plan  offers  a vision  of  the 

future  and  lots  of  new  ideas. 

by  Claudia  Lunstroth 

Quite  a few  people  have  called  the 
City's  new  Sustainability  plan  just 
another  example  of  political  cor- 
gone  overboard  Rush  Limbaugh 
even  saw  fit  to  issue  a warning  against  this 
new  “communist"  plot  Many  people, 
however,  see  the  proposal  as  a realistic 
way  to  begin  dealing  with  the  total  envi- 
ronment of  a community. 

“The  goal  of  the  plan  is  to  create  a soci- 
ety that  w ill  last  for  generations  to  come,” 
Beryl  Magilavy,  President  of  the  San 
Francisco  Commission  on  the 
Environment  and  coordinator  of  the  pro- 
posal, explained  in  a recent  interview.  She 
has  been  busy  these  past  few  weeks 
answering  questions  from  across  the  coun- 
try and  giving  interviews  to  various  pro- 
grams, including  the  BBC.  Initial  local 
publicity  adeptly  focused  on  controversial 
tidbits  such  as  the  feral  cat  problem,  the 
use  of  “offensive"  perfume  and  deodorant 
and  the  planting  of  a fruit  tree  in  every 
back  yard.  Magilavy  managed  to  laugh 
wearily  as  she  reiterated  for  perhaps,  the 
hundredth  time  that  the  plan  is  not  one  of 
coercion  but  rather  of  education. 

The  Mission  is  already  blessed  with 
many  social  services,  both  private  and 
public,  organized  and  informal.  But  how 
many  of  these  services  are  redundant? 
Would  better  services  be  provided  if  there 
were  more  coordination  between  the  pro- 
grams? A growing  concern  in  the  United 
States  and  in  other  countries  is  the  problem 
of  coordinating  the  varied  efforts  already 
in  place  as  well  as  measuring  any  progress 
made  “How  do  you  know  you’re  moving 
forward  if  you  don’t  know  where  you’re 
going?”  asked  Magilavy.  “The  plan  is  an 
indicator  for  people  to  see  what  is  needed 
for  society  not  to  be  headed  downhill  ” 
President  Clinton’s  Council  on  Sustainable 
Development  recently  published  a similar 
national  report 

The  San  Francisco  Plan  began  with 
Board  of  Supervisors’  members  Kevin 
Shelley  and  Barbara  Kaufman  working  to 
create  a city  commission  on  the 
Environment  out  of  a Citizens  Advisory' 
Committee  that  already  existed  Magilavy 
coordinated  the  compilation  of  the  work 
by  over  350  local  institutions  and  individ- 
uals focusing  on  fifteen  different  areas.  At 
this  point  the  Committee  on  Health, 
Family,  and  the  Environment  has  approved 
the  proposal,  which  will  now  go  to  the  full 
board  and  then  to  the  mayor  for  approval. 
The  mayor's  approval  would  make  the 
Sustainability  Plan  official  city  policy,  a 
mandate  not  to  shoot  feral  cats  and  force 
homeowners  to  plant  trees  they  don’t 
want,  but  to  follow  a “philosophic  ground- 
ing in  an  attempt  to  meet  the  mostly  vol- 
untary objectives,”  explained  Magilavy. 

City-wide  Goals 

At  this  stage,  the  objectives  are  aimed  at 
city-wide  goals;  specific  neighborhood 
concerns  have  not  been  addressed  except 
for  the  creation  of  more  and  stronger 
neighborhood  associations.  If  even  only  a 
small  fraction  of  the  goals  are  met,  howev- 
er, Mission  residents  will  notice  a big  dif- 
ference in  day  to  day  life. 

* Air  quality  and  energy  costs  would  be 
reduced  with  the  establishment  of  a solar 
enterprise  zone  in  the  Mission  to  help 
maintain  renewable,  environmentally 
friendly  energy  sources. 

* More  people  would  be  able  to  enjoy  a 


healthy  lifestyle  as  funds  are  secured  for 
food  co-ops  that  promote  healthy  eating. 

More  people  would  be  able  to  raise  their 
own  food  when  city  laws  and  regulations 
are  updated  to  allow  for  small-scale  animal 
production. 

* Solid  waste  pollution  and  toxins 
would  be  reduced  with  the  establishment 
of  curbside  collection  of  oil,  paint  and  bat- 
teries. 

* Health  and  productivity  would 
increase  as  more  diagnostic  testing,  health 
clinics,  education  campaigns  and  “healthy 
neighborhood"  fairs  are  organized. 

* The  safety  of  everyone,  especially  of 
children  and  the  elderly,  would  improve 
with  increased  traffic  signs  on  neighbor- 
hood streets,  and  more  cameras  to  catch 
red-light  runners. 

* Substance  abuse,  especially  among 
children  and  youth,  would  decrease  with 
new  prohibitions  against  outdoor  and 
point-of-purchase  advertising  of  tobacco 
and  alcohol  products  within  2,000  feet  of 
schools  and  playgrounds. 

* Traffic  congestion  and  pollution 
would  decrease  and  the  local  economy 
improve  when  Muni  fares  are  frozen, 
decreased  or  even  eliminated,  while  ser- 
vices are  improved. 

* The  community  economy  would 
improve  with  the  creation  of  a neighbor- 
hood bartering  system  to  keep  money 
within  a community. 

* Employment  prospects  for  Mission 
residents  would  improve  as  priority  is 
given  to  city  residents  with  the  highest 
need  for  employment  when  the  City 
recruits  for  green  space  maintenance. 

* The  Mission  would  be  a healthier 
place  to  live  as  neighborhoods  that  are  dis- 
proportionately burdened  with  environ- 
mental pollution  are  identified  and  the  pol- 
lution is  reduced  or  removed. 

* Shops  on  Mission  Street  would  thrive 
with  the  creation  of  car-free  zones  (this 
seems  un-American  to  many  people,  espe- 
cially since  it’s  already  common  in  places 
like  Europe  and  South  America). 

* Everyone  would  have  access  to  fresh 
fruit  grown  in  city  orchards. 

Miss 

Angelina 

Don't  Let  Time  And  Distance 
Stand  In  The  Way  OF  Health 

She  succeeds  where  others  fail 
Will  read  your  entire  life  without 
asking  a single  question.  She  was 
bom  gifted  to  help  you  no  matter 
what  your  problems  might  be 
Health,  Happiness,  Love, 
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finds  loved  ones  and  lost  articles. 
She  guarantees  results. 

Will  remove  Evil  influences  and 
Bad  Luck  Let  her  start  you  on  the 
road  to  Happiness  and  Success 
Will  also  tell  you  your  lucky  days 
and  numbers  Just  one  visit  will 
convince  you. 

Open  Daily  & Sunday 
8 AM  to  9 PM 
668-9239 

Horoscope  & Tarot 
Readings 


All  fifteen  committees  working  on  the 
various  focal  points  of  the  plan  were  made 
up  of  a combination  of  private  citizens  and 
representatives  from  private  organizations 
and  public  departments.  The  Mission  was 
represented  on  the  committees  on  Food 
and  Agriculture,  Human  Health,  and 
Environmental  Justice,  among  others. 
Now  that  initial  work  is  complete,  depart- 
ments are  stepping  forward  to  help  in 
implementing  various  goals.  The  Transit 
Authority  has  been  especially  active  with 
the  plan  as  it  tries  to  improve  it’s  very  poor 
standing  in  the  community. 

Community  comes  first 

“Community  input  must  come  first,” 
Magilavy  reassures.  There  can  be  no  suc- 
cess without  community  input,  support 
and  effort,  she  adds.  Education  is  a com- 
mon thread  throughout  the  report,  but 
there  are  many  concrete  objectives 
addressed  specifically  to  city  departments, 
others  to  the  business  community,  others 
to  neighborhood  organizations  and  still 
others,  to  individuals. 

The  overriding  practical  goal  of  the 
Sustainability  Plan  is  a coordination  of 
city  services  to  best  provide  for  the  future 
of  the  San  Francisco  community  and  envi- 
ronment. The  plan  right  now  is  a cumber- 
some 140-plus  pages,  but  the  length  is  nec- 
essary, even  meager  for  what  it  does.  How 
can  the  issues  of  human  health  be  separat- 
ed from  issues  concerning  solid  waste, 
transportation,  biodiversity,  etc.? 

The  point  of  the  plan  is  that  for  these 
concerns  (or  departments)  to  succeed,  they 
must  acknowledge  their  interdependence 
and  work  together  towards  a common 
goal.  That  goal,  ideally,  would  be  sustain- 
ability, not  patchwork  repair  of  problems 
as  they  arise. 


David  Assmann,  Public  Outreach 
Coordinator  of  San  Francisco  Recycling 
Program,  worked  on  the  Public 
Information  and  Education  Committee.  He 
foresees  that  the  Mission  will  have  more 
options  for  public  gardens  and  composting 
along  with  increased  curbside  pickup  of 
waste  yard  materials  and  food.  “We  always 
to  hope  to  increase  participation,  especial- 
ly in  the  area  of  paper,  which  is  still  being 
thrown  away  in  large  quantities,”  he  said. 
“Public  education  will  certainly  be 
expanded.  ” 

Andrea  Shorter,  Director  of  Juvenile 
Programs  at  the  Center  on  Juvenile  and 
Criminal  Justice,  worked  on  the  Human 
Health  Committee  and  sounds  excited 
about  what  was  accomplished.  “I’m  really 
glad  to  have  participated  in  the  plan.  For 
the  first  time  in  San  Francisco,  we  are 
looking  at  crime  as  a social  disease."  If  the 
gang-related  and  other  criminal  problems 
faced  in  the  Mission  are  viewed  indepen- 
dently of  the  community  as  a whole,  she 
believes  the  solutions  will  be  ineffective 
band-aids.  With  the  support  of  the  entire 
community — government,  local  business- 
es and  organizations  and  Mission  resi- 
dents— Shorter  sees  the  Sustainability 
Plan  as  having  a “positive  impact  on  the 
Mission  in  areas  of  youth  crime”  as  the 
entire  community  improves  itself. 

Magilavy  had  no  problems  responding 
to  the  question  of  why  the  committees 
would  want  to  take  on  such  vast,  almost 
overwhelming  goals.  Instead  of  trying  to 
figure  out  the  next  couple  of  years  with 
piece-meal  solutions,  she  said,  their  goal 
was  “to  create  a society  that  would  last  for 
generations  to  come.”  The  Sustainability 
Plan  has  given  the  Mission  a long-term 
vision  along  with  some  short-term  goals  to 
push  it  in  the  right  direction. 
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Reclaiming  human  space  for  affordable 

Altamont  Hotel  has  been  resurrected  from  drugs,  despair  and  violence  Ph( 


By  Carolyn  Abate 

Big  black  letters,  printed  on  white 
computer  paper  spell  out  the  word 
“WELCOME”,  a basic  sign  with  a 
simple  announcement,  posted  to  an  office 
door.  Fairly  standard  protocol,  but  here,  at 
the  Altamont,  a single  room  occupancy 
hotel  at  16th  and  Julian,  the  gesture  is  truly 
appreciated.  For  decades,  the  hotelÑlike 
the  56  other  SRO’s  located  in  the 
MissionÑhas  had  its  share  of  problems. 
Drugs,  prostitution,  fires  and  a few  deaths 
have  all  occurred  within  the  confines  of 
the  rooms  and  hallways.  “When  I first  got 
here,  there  was  a sign  on  the  door  that  said 
Ókeep  outÓ,”  said  Shannon  Dodges,  the 
on-site  director  at  the  Altamont. 

The  welcome  sign  posted  to  her  office 
door  today  represents  a transformation  that 
began  in  December  1994,  when  the 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  bought  the  hotel.  Now,  more 
than  three  years  and  four  million  dollars 
later,  the  Altamont  could  be  considered  the 
envy  of  SRO  housing.  The  hotel  contains 
88  newly  refurbished  rooms  on  three  of  the 
four  floors.  Each  residential  floor  contains 
a brand  new  kitchen,  along  with  commu- 
nal but  private  and  wheelchair  accessible 
bathrooms.  On  the  lobby  floor,  both  laun- 
dry facilites  and  two  community  rooms 
can  be  found.  There  is  even  a basement 
with  storage  space  for  each  tenant  “This  is 
like  the  Mark  Hopkins,”  crowed  Danny 
McClenden,  resident  and  president  of  the 
Altamonfs  tenant  board 

For  more  than  25  years.  Mission 
Housing  has  provided  low-income  hous- 
ing in  San  Francisco.  Their  vested  interests 
were  comprised  residential  apartment 
complexes  and  homes,  but  in  the  early 
080s,  the  nonprofit  was  approached  by  the 
City  to  expand  its  investments  to  include 
SRO’s,  and  in  particular,  two  hotels  being 
squatted  in  South  Park.  Their  success  at 
South  Park  initiated  Mission  Housing  to 
purchase  the  Altamont  on  its  own.  “It  was 
considered  a major  public  nuisance  for 
years. 

It  was  time.  We  had  a good  program 
established  with  South  Park,”  said  Robin 
Snyderman,  of  Mission  Housing. 

A big,  tough  job 

Major  construction  included  knocking 
out  two  units  on  each  floor  to  make  way 
fora  kitchen,  installing  new  bathrooms,  all 
plumbing  and  electrically  wiring  and 
doing  the  seismic  upgrading.  The  work 
took  almost  two  years  to  complete.  “We 
thought  we  could  come  in  and  fix  the 
walls,  but  when  we  started  the  seismic 
work,  they  started  falling  apart,” 
Snyderman  recalled.  Today,  the  almost 
ninety  year-old  Altamont  is  now  capable 
of  withstanding  an  earthquake. 
Considering  16th  Street’s  heavy  foot  and 
automobile  traffic,  the  improved  building 
benefits  not  only  the  residents,  but  neigh- 
bors as  well.  “It  is  much  safer  for  people 
who  walk  up  and  down  16th  street,” 
agreed  Kelly  Hayden,  from  the  Mayors 
Office  of  Economics.  Deborah  Cullman, 
who  works  at  the  nearby  business  of 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  at  Valencia  and 
16th,  declared  that  the  improved  Altamont 
was  “making  good  change,  and  change 
that  is  representative  of  the  Missioa  I 
would  have  never  expected  it  to  be  what  it 
is.  It’s  amazing,” 

The  exterior,  painted  in  two-toned  yel- 
low, is  now  a myriad  of  color  accenting  the 
ornately  trimmed  building.  Walk  inside 
and  the  changes  only  continue.  Prior  to  the 
construction,  there  was  one  small  room  on 


the  ground  floor  where  tenants  rarely  gath- 
ered. Now  the  lobby  opens  up  to  a warm 
and  inviting  room,  swathed  in  pale  yellow. 
A cushioned  wicker  couch  and  chairs  sim- 
ply begs  for  someone  to  sit  and  soak  up  the 
sun  shining  through  the  skylight  above.  A 
mezzanine  on  one  side  stretches  along  the 
length  of  the  building.  Across  the  way,  the 
buzz  of  washers  and  dryers  are  heard  from 
the  laundry  room.  Directly  in  back  is  the 
off! cal  potluck  aid  movie  night  room, 
fixed  up  with  couches,  a dining  room 
table,  kitchen  facilites  and  the  ever  impor- 
tant television  and  VCR.  “We  wanted  to 
show  SRO’s  can  be  a nice  place  to  live,  a 
well  managed  and  a healthy  community,” 
Snyderman  explained. 

More  than  just  building  housing 

Mission  Housing’s  commitment  to  pro- 
vide safe  and  secure  living  quarters 
extends  beyond  structural  and  aesthetic 
improvements.  It  includes  a variety  of 
social  services  that  tenants  can  access.  At 
the  Altamont,  Baker  Place  and  Lutheran 
Social  Services,  which  provide  drug  and 
emotional  counseling,  and  Mission  Hiring 
Hall  are  only  some  of  the  agencies  that  res- 
idents can  find  readily  available.  Through 
Mission  Hiring  Hall,  seven  year  resident 
Gloria  Flakes  was  able  to  get  a union  card 
and  work  as  a painter  at  the  Altamont.  “I 
didn’t  need  a fast  pass  or  nothing,”  she 
quipped.  Flakes,  who  serves  as  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  tenant  board,  also  completed  a 
maintenance  training  program  that  she  dis- 
covered through  the  services. 

Individuals  who  stayed  on  at  the 
Altamont  during  reconstruction  participat- 
ed in  a variety  of  planning  procedures. 
Tenants  voted  on  furniture  for  each  of  the 
individual  rooms,  carpet  selections  and 
color  schemes.  A tour  of  the  facility 
reveals  a particular  color  theme  through- 
out an  entire  floor.  “The  color  of  the  doors, 
bathroom  tile  and  kitchens  were  voted  on 
by  the  tenants  of  each  floor,”  Snyderman 
stated.  Flakes  described  feeling  very 
rewarded  by  having  been  involved.  “As  a 
tenant  I have  been  able  to  have  a say.  They 
included  us  in  the  plans;  I went  to  every 
meeting.”  She  and  other  residents  also 
helped  Mission  Housing  screen  prospec- 
tive occupants.  A questionaire  was  devel- 
oped asking  individuals  about  conflict  res- 
olution, house  rules  and  security.  “The 
reality  is  a lot  of  people  are  coming  from 
the  streets  and  this  sends  a message  that 
management  isn’t  the  only  one  holding  to 
rules,  the  people  who  live  there  are,  “ said 
Snyderman. 

The  Altamont  has  received  more  than 
900  applications,  screened  700  people  and 
has  a current  waiting  list  of  more  than  200, 
according  to  Dodges.  All  new  tenants  must 
sign  a year  lease  and  all  units  are  covered 
by  Section  8,  a federal  program  created  for 
low  income  housing.  Only  30  percent  of  a 
person’s  income  goes  toward  rent. 
“Without  Section  8,  a lot  of  us  would  be 
lost,”  stressed  Flakes. 

Introducing  tenant  rights,  such  as  a 
year-long  lease  and  other  amenities, 
became  a priority  once  Mission  Housing 
moved  in. 

Developing  trust 

Developing  trust,  however,  was  a slow 
process  for  all.  “I  had  been  at  the  Altmont 
for  about  three  to  four  months  and  decided 
to  walk  around  the  building  and  do  a visu- 
al check.  I noticed  that  two  windows  had 
been  broken.  I went  to  the  tenants  and 
asked  them  why  they  hadn’t  told  me.  They 
said  they  didn’t  want  to  cause  any  prob- 
lems,” remembered  Dodges.  The  incident 
provided  her  with  insight  to  the  kind  of 


lifestyle  most  of  her  tenants  were  accus- 
tomed to.  She  ultimately  finds  herself 
inspired  “to  raise  the  expectations  of  peo- 
ple who  are  used  to  getting  so  little.” 

Harry  Goldston,  who  has  lived  in  the 
Altamont  for  over  six  years,  explained 
how  different  life  is  for  him  now.  “One 
time,  I went  to  open  a window  and  at  the 
top  near  the  lock,  there  were  six  needles 
with  blood  in  them.  I almost  stabbed 
myself!”  Scenes  such  as  the  one  Goldston 
describes  are  nothing  but  faint  memories 
these  days.  “This  is  not  a hotel  anymore;  it 
is  now  a living  environment  for  single  peo- 
ple, a stable  environment,”  he  insisted. 
Although  McClenden  is  a more  recent  res- 
ident at  the  hotel,  he  describes  living  at  the 
Altamont  to  be  “a  major  sense  of  relief.” 
McClenden,  who  works  at  a nonprofit  that 
counsels  homeless  and  SRO  tenants  on 
their  rights.  Mission  Agenda,  appreciates 
the  respect  the  staff  shows  him.  “The  man- 
agement, they  treat  me  like  a human 
being.”  he  said.  McClenden  is  so  commit- 
ted to  security  that  he  personally  tours 
each  floor  of  the  Altamont  to  make  sure 
unwanted  individuals  aren’t  lurking  in  the 
buildng. 

Construction  funding  for  the  Altamont 
came  from  a multitude  of  sources.  The  two 
main  loan  programs  consisted  of  $2. 1 mil- 
lion from  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing. 


By  Carolyn  Abate 

It  looks  like  the  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  is  headed 
for  the  public  housing  big  leagues  next 
year.  In  a recent  announcement,  the  San 
Francisco  Housing  Authority  tapped  the 
non-profit  to  redevelop  Valencia  Gardens, 
the  public  housing  complex  located 
between  14th  and  15th  Streets  in  the 
Mission.  In  a $23  million  grant  applica- 
tion submitted  to  HUD,  the  housing 
authority  confirmed  Mission  Housing 
management  role  for  rehabilitating  and 
maintaining  Valencia  Gardens.  A combi- 
nation of  loans  and  grants  will  fund  the 
improvements  with  a major  grant  from 
HOPE  VI,  Housing  Opportunities  for 
People  Everywhere.  The  nationally  fund- 
ed program  targets  public  housing  com- 
plexes that  are  severely  distressed  and 
deteriorated,  according  to  Doug 
Shoemaker  of  Mission  Housing.  An  esti- 
mated $17  million  is  listed  in  the  gram 
application  just  to  complete  construction 
repairs. 

This  includes,  new  wiring,  plumbing, 
removal  of  lead  based  paints  and  wheel 
chari  access  to  all  ground  units  “We 
worked  with  the  resident  council,  archi- 
tects and  developers  to  discuss  and  pro- 
pose what  will  be  reconstructed  and  reha- 
bilitated,” Shoemaker  said.  In  addition,  a 


This  included  block  grants  from  HUD  and 
the  Federal  McKinney  program,  which 
provides  for  the  Section  8 housing,  accord- 
ing to  Alice  Talcott,  senior  project  manag- 
er at  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing. 

The  Unreinforced  Masonry  Building 
Seismic  Safety  Loan  Program  financed 
$1.8  million,  Hayden  reported.  This  loan 
programNvoted  for  by  San  Francisco  resi- 
dents after  the  89  earthquakeÑoffeis  seis- 
mic upgrade  loans  for  companies  at  low 
interest  rates.  It  also  stipulates  that  25  per- 
cent of  the  workers  hired  must  come  from 
an  income  level  25  percent  below  the 
median,  as  defined  by  HUD  statistics,  said 
Matt  Starr,  of  the  Seismic  Retrofit 
Employment  Consortium,  the  group  head- 
ing oversight  of  the  hiring  logistics  for 
specific  jobs  that  general  contractors  must 
comply  with.  “I  compliment  Mission 
Housing  for  embracing  such  a complex 
program;  it  was  their  choice,”  he  com- 
mented. 

Now  that  all  the  dust  has  settled  and 
Willie  has  even  toured  the  facilities,  some 
residents  are  looking  to  the  future.  A 
library  and  educational  programs,  includ- 
ing computer  classes,  are  just  some  of  the 
ideas  being  tossed  around  at  the  Altamont. 
“It’s  a blessing  that  it’s  changed;  it  gives 
people  hope,”  Goldston  sighed. 


new  community  room,  expansion  of  exist- 
ing units  for  larger  size  families  and  man- 
agement offices  are  also  listed. 

Although  the  grant  has  yet  to  be 
approved  people  are  already  expressing 
concerns  over  Mission  Housing  appoint- 
ment and  the  fate  of  Valencia  Gardens. 
Maintaining  residential  rights  and  tenant 
participation  in  the  planning  process  are 
some  of  issues  being  voiced.  Richard 
Marquez  of  the  Eviction  Defense  Network 
says  he  does  not  trust  the  Hope  VI  pro- 
gram. “Hope  VI  is  a mixed  income  hous- 
ing reform,  not  just  reserved  for  low- 
income  housing.”  His  biggest  concern  is 
that  some  tenants  will  be  squeezed  out 
through  financial  qualifications  once  the 
reconstruction  is  completed.  The  only 
way  he  says  that  residents  can  secure  their 
prospective  residential  rights  is  through  a 
“massive  democratic  pool  of  Valencia 
Garden  tenants  participating  in  planning 
and  controlling. 

“Shoemaker  acknowledges  the  anxiety 
behind  some  skeptics  but  points  out  the 
primary  focus  of  Valencia  Gardens  is  to 
provide  public  housing,  that  will  not 
change  with  renovations.  “It’s  unnerving 
for  some  people,  no  has  done  it  this  way, 
construction  and  trust  will  take  along 
time.”  He  is  adamant  “No  one  is  going  to 
get  relocated.” 


Valencia  Gardens  Takeover? 
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The  Mission  has  another  dubious  distinction,  the  most  sex  offenders 

Data  gathered  with  Megan’s  Law  shows  the  neighborhood  leads  city  in  released  molesters 


by  Brian  Doohan 

We’re  number  one!  The  Mission 
is  renowned  for  many  ameni- 
ties: plenty  of  sunshine;  cheap, 
savory  eats;  a booming,  diverse  retail 
economy  and  a plethora  of  art  establish- 
ments that  are  the  envy  of  the  world  (and 
the  bane  of  Congressional  know-noth- 
ings). But  now,  the  neighborhood  leads  in 
something  decidedly  less  desirable.  A sur- 
vey of  criminal  justice  data  provided  to  the 
News  under  the  recently  passed  Megan’s 
Law  shows  that  the  Mission\South  of 
Market  area  possesses  the  City’s  highest 
concentration  of  convicted  child  moles- 
ters. 

Under  Megan’s  Law  criteria,  convicted 
child-sex  offenders  are  divided  into  the 
ordinarily  “serious”  cases  and  a far  small- 
er elite,  those  who  have  been  given  “high- 
risk”  status  due  to  the  frequency  or  the 
brutality  of  their  assaults.  The  inner 
Mission  neighborhoods  in  the  94110  zip 
code  have  the  distinction  of  containing 
nine  “high-risk”  convicts,  leading  the 
North  Mission/South  of  Market  94103  zip 
code,  which  has  seven 

In  the  larger  category  of  “serious” 
offenders,  the  order  is  reversed:  94103 
leads  the  City  with  222,  while  94110  is 
runner-up,  with  181  convicted  sex  crimi- 
nals. The  Tenderloin,  whose  rate  of  rob- 
bers, murders  and  rapes  tends  to  exceed 
the  Mission’s,  falls  to  third  place,  with  157 
offenders,  five  of  whom  are  categorized  as 
“high  risk”.  Trailing  are  the  Civic  Center, 
Outer  Mission,  Bayview,  Haight  Ashbury 
and  more  peaceable  kingdoms. 

Compiling  sex  offender  data  is  only  the 
first  step  required  by  Megan’s  Law,  and 
the  databank  already  has  drawn  criticism, 
both  for  its  potential  to  violate  civil  liber- 
ties and  its  numerous  errors 

Jim  Norris,  the  civilian  head  of  SFPD 
Forensics  charged  with  interpreting  and 
enforcing  Megan’s  Law,  acknowledges 
that  the  process  will  be  a gradual  one.  One 
consequence  is  that  the  department  is  not 
releasing  street  addresses,  both  as  a conse- 
quence of  errors  in  the  data  bank  and  the 
potential  for  vigilante  actions-especially 
against  persons  who  unknowingly  move 
into  an  apartment  or  flat  recently  vacated 
by  a sex  offender.  Presently,  a deeper 
investigation  is  focusing  on  the  “high- 
risk”  convicts.  “We  are  going  to  confirm 
the  correctness  of  addresses  by  sending  an 
officer  to  the  site  to  see  if  the  person’s 
there,”  Norris  told  the  News.  Police  Public 
Affairs  Officer  Sherman  Ackerson  called 
San  Francisco  a “beta  test  site”  for  verify- 
ing addresses. 

Both  police  spokesmen  admit  that  many 
of  those  on  the  list  have  moved  or  simply 
given  false  addresses  to  evade  detection. 
Some  of  the  94103  offenders  have  given 
the  Hall  of  Justice  at  850  Bryant  Street  as 
their  address,  either  because  they  were 
incarcerated  at  the  time  of  registration  or 
as  a way  to  get  back  at  the  system.  Others 
frequent  the  many  transient  hotels  in  the 
Mission,  South  of  Market  and  Tenderloin 
and  may  have  moved  several  times  since 
the  data  was  compiled. 

Risk  is  involved  both  in  publishing  or 
not  publishing  the  street  addresses  of 
molesters.  Doing  so  would  inevitably 
incite  either  vigilante  violence  or  motivate 
sex  offenders  to  move  to  a new  neighbor- 
hood populated  bv  unknowing  children 
without  notifying  police.  Publicizing 
names  not  attached  to  an  address  could 
lead  to  unfortunate  incidents  of  mistaken 
identity.  (One  obvious  instance  of  obsolete 
data  is  the  inclusion  of  one  local  man  who 


has  been  dead  for  nearly  a year  but 
remains  active,  beyond  the  grave,  on 
Megan’s  List.) 


mate  delegation  of  authority  remains 
unclear  and  will  probably  be  settled  by  the 
Police  Commission. 


Inner  Mission  (94110)  181/9 
Tenderloin  (94102)  157/5 


According  to  Ackerson,  a draft  General 
Order  of  policies  and  corrections  is  now 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Police  Commission,  probably  late  in 
August.  It  is  this  Commission-regulariy 
entangled  in  high-profile  cases-that  will 
balance  the  rights  of  anxious  parents  with 
those  of  molesters  who  have,  nonetheless, 
already  paid  the  price  the  law  enacted  for 
their  crimes.  These  hearings  will  probably 
occur  at  one  of  the  regular  Wednesday 
Commission  sessions  and  will  be  open  to 
public  comment.  Norris  and  Ackerson 
expect  a lot  of  that. 

Beyond  August,  Norris  hopes  to  begin  a 
“pro-active  notification”  policy  that  will 
not  only  pinpoint  the  residences  of  at  least 
the  “high-risk”  cases,  but  send  officers 
into  the  community  to  warn  potential  vic- 
tims at  school  and  church  sites,  to  neigh- 
bors with  children  and  the  like.  He  shied 
away  from  policies  that  depend  upon  the 
distribution  of  modem  “Wanted!”  posters- 
as  has  been  done  in  other  California  coun- 
ties-cxcept  perhaps,  in  “special  circum- 
stances like  Cunanan”  (the  serial  killer 
accused  of  the  murder  of  designer  Gianni 
Versace). 

At  present,  Norris  confirmed  that  most 
of  the  legwork  is  being  coordinated  out  of 
the  Hall  of  Justice  (“Downtown”  in  police 
terminology),  rather  than  in  local  precincts 
like  Mission  Station,  “in  order  to  ensure 
standardization  of  policies  citywide”. 
Later,  the  neighborhood  stations  will  be 
brought  into  the  process,  although  the  ulti- 


Our  professional  staff  offers 
a variety  of  styles  and 
techniques,  mainly  in  the 
classical  Hatha  yoga  tradition. 


We  also  offer  Vedic  Fire  Ceremony, 
meditation,  Chi-Kung,  & workshops. 


2872  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-5537 


Due  to  the  difficulties  of  establishing 
identity  and  residence  described  above,  the 
News  is  not  going  to  list  Megan’s  Law 
offenders  at  this  time.  Those  with  serious 
or  immediate  concerns  may  inspect  the 
database-which  includes  photos  and  phys- 
ical characteristics  of  high  risk  pervs  to 
somewhat  mitigate  the  chances  of  mistak- 
en ID -at  850  Bryant,  on  weekdays  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Notification  of  Megan’s  Law  hearings 
will  be  published  in  the  tiny  legal  print  of 
the  Independent  and  certain  legal  periodi- 
cals. Those  interested  in  attending  can  also 
learn  whether  hearings  have  been  calen- 
dered on  any  particular  Wednesday  by 
calling  the  Police  Commission  at  553- 
1667. 

CHILD  SEX  OFFENDERS  BY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

serious/high-risk 

N.  Mission/SOMA  (94103)  222  / 7 


Civic  Center  (94109)  112  /2 
Outer  Mission  (94112)  109/0 
Haight  Ashbury  (94117)  87  / 1 
Bayview/HP  (94124)  82  /4 
Western  Addition  (94115)  75  / 2 
Excel. /Vis.  Mil.)  (94134)  57  / 3 
Sunset  (94122)  41  / 12 
Castro/Noe  (94114)  37/  2 
Potrero  Hill  (94107)  36/  0 
Park  Merced  (94132)  33/  1 
Inner  Richmond  (94118)  24/  2 
Twin  Peaks  (94131)  22/  1 
Outer  Richmond  (94121)  20  / 1 
Parkside  (94116)  17/0 
North  Beach  (94133)  16/  0 
Oceanside/Ing.  (94127)  10/0 
Pacific  Heights  (94123)  3/0 
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Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 

Ounlitv  PrnHurtv  3fld 

Barber  Shop 


Quality  Products 
and  Excellent  Service 
for  Women  & Men 

Corte  de  Cabello  y Estilos  • Perms 
Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Wide  Selection 
of  Products: 

Lanza  • Aveda  • Redken 
Joico  • Barn  de  Terre  • Nioxm 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  8)1-94)0 
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Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

693  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


'vwt  our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  tor  the'lonest 
•election  ot  Bicycle#.  Port»  ft  Acceoorie*  to  S f " 


BICYCLES  BY 


SPECIALIZED 


SCHWINN 

MtSHMKM 


TREK.usa 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 


ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VA££A/C/A  CrCiffiV 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600 


HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 
10-4  SUNDAY 
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Quality  of  life  crackdown  concludes  assault  on  benches  and  signs 


By  Brian  Doohan 

Until  the  City’s  crackdown,  24th 
Street  sidewalks  were  a maze  of 
advertising  signage,  overflowing 
boxes  of  onions  and  papayas  from  produce 
stores  and  potted  flower  bushes  waving 
fragrant  tendrils  at  passers-by.  Down  came 
the  government  in  a street-cleaning  pilot 
project  and  washed  the  flowers  out. 

On  July,  a horde  of  city  officials 
descended  on  the  Mission  Police  Station  to 
explain  the  crackdown  and  the  results  of 
their  project  for  cleaner  streets  initiated  in 
five  commercial  districts.  The  bureaucrats 
attracted  an  entourage  of  citizens  and  mer- 
chants but  unfortunately,  most  were  from 
other  parts  of  the  City,  where  an  unsightly 
bench  occupied  by  unsightly  elders  ranks 
as  a higher  police  priority  than  crack  deal- 
ers and  drive-bys. 

Bevan  Dufty,  from  Mayor  Brown’s 
Office  of  Neighborhood  Services,  wel- 
comed the  group  and  then  introduced 
Jorge  Alfaro,  Chief  of  staff  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW),  the 
city  agency  responsible  for  many  of  the 
amenities  and  necessities  of  daily  urban 
life.  These  duties  include  street  repair  and 
sidewalk  maintenance  collection  and  man- 
aging the  issuance  of  permits-through  a 
process,  considered  insane  by  some  and  to 
others,  merely  irrational. 

Alfaro  downplayed  the  enforcement 
aspects  of  the  pilot  project,  which  began 
last  April  and  included  Clement  and 
California  Streets  in  the  Richmond  District 
and  on  24th  Street,  divided  into  two  sec- 
tors for  the  Mission  and  Noe  Valley.  He 
stated  that  the  project’s  intent  was  not  to 
provoke  the  business  community,  “but  to 
educate  them.” 

Representatives  of  the  departments  of 
Police,  Health  and  Parking  and  Traffic 
Control  accompanied  the  DPW  on  these 
neighborhood  forays  and  were  also  present 
at  the  community  meeting.  All  spoke 
glowingly  of  the  experience  and  distrib- 
uted statistics  showing  soaring  rates  of 
compliance  with  the  myriad  number  of 
commercial  ordinances.  According  to  pro- 
ject participants,  the  shopkeepers  are 
cooperating  and  the  neighbors  are  ecstatic. 
“I  can’t  believe  how  quickly  they  unload 
now!"  a parking  control  officer  said  of 
24th  Street  trucks,  which  have  been  known 
to  linger,  double-parked,  while  motorists 
seethe. 

Presenting  recommendations  to  com- 
pensate for  what  is  hoped  will  be  more 
zealous  enforcement  (first  and  foremost,  a 
simplification  of  the  permit  process),  the 
panelists  then  accepted  questions  and 
comments.  Among  the  topics  discussed 
were  a lack  of  permit  personnel  to  deal 
with  the  flood  of  applications,  such  as 
resulted  from  an  earlier  crackdown  in 
Chinatown;  narrow  sidewalks  and  obstruc- 
tive advertising  displays;  delivery  times 
extending  well  beyond  the  10  a m.  cutoff 
and  the  eternal  battle  against  litter. 

Noe  Valley  Humor 

The  latter  theme  aroused  a contingent 
from  Noe  Valley,  hitherto  mainly  irate 
about  dog  droppings  in  Noe  Courts.  It 
even  evoked  the  rather  socialistic  sugges- 
tion that  downtown  fat  cats  adopt  city 
blocks,  or  even  whole  neighborhoods 
drowning  in  their  discarded  packaging.  It 
was  posited  that  “big  corporations"  could 
afford  to  pay  for  litter  control.  “Like 
Starbucks!"  chirped  a bright  light  in  the 
pews,  evoking  a rich  cascade  of  Noe 
Valley  laughter. 

One  of  the  few  Mission  residents  in 
attendance  pointed  out  that  big  corpora- 
tions aren’t  likely  to  adopt  the  blocks  of 
24th  that  fall  east  of  Valencia,  to  which  a 


Noeiade  replied,  “How  about 
McDonald’s?  They  generate  plenty  of 
garbage  in  the  Mission!" 

But  inexorably,  matters  swung  around 
to  the  anti-bench  campaign,  which,  offi- 
cials acknowledge  has  been  as  unpopular 
citywide  as  it  has  been  irrelevant  to  the 
Mission,  beyond  the  fate  of  one  structure 
on  24th  Street.  The  police  spokesperson 
described  the  rest  stop  as  a place  that 
attracted  “activities  not  valued  by  the  com- 
munity”, and  has  since  been  dispatched  to 
Bench  Hell. 

Since  many  merchant  benchniks  con- 
tend they  provide  them  as  an  amenity  to 
customers,  especially  seniors,  they  felt 
they  should  be  treated  differently  from 
cafés,  who  set  tables  and  chairs  out  on  the 
sidewalk  for  profit  Not  so!  says  the  law 
and  thus,  several  establishments  have 
removed  their  benches  rather  than  spend  a 
few  months  filling  out  forms  and  pay  a 
$200  permit  fee  and  insurance. 
Apparently,  merchants  are  liable  for  clum- 
sy people  who  fall  off  their  benches,  but 
not  for  the  collapse  of  exhausted  seniors. 
Finally,  the  officials  did  allow  that  some 
sort  of  discount  may  be  in  the  works,  and 
the  DPW  chief  did  promise  to  make  sim- 
plification of  the  permit  process  a high  pri- 
ority. 

Big  Green  Machines 

On  the  positive  side,  the  City’s  healthy 
financial  condition  augurs  big  budget 
allotments  for  DPW.  Soon,  big  green 
street-sweeping  machines  imported  from 
Scotland  will  manifest  and  Alfaro  hopes 
there  will  also  be  money  for  more  inspec- 
tors. He  and  Dufty  acknowledged  that 
when  enforcement  drops  off  after  the  ini- 
tial “blitz,  neighborhoods  then  tend  to 
backslide.  Chinatown  was  pointed  to  as  a 
case  of  reversion  to  bad,  old  ways  as  soon 
as  intense  enforcement  ceased. 

Jorge  Hernandez,  of  the  24th  Street 
Merchants,  praised  the  initiative  and  con- 
firmed that  that  his  organization  “had  no 
problem  with  police  arel  DPW”,  but  hoped 
that  future  efforts  will  work  with  existing 
endeavors,  like  their  street  sweeping  pro- 
ject. 

A few  days  after  the  meeting,  24th  was 
a mixed  bag:  a Miller  Lite  truck  was  dou- 
ble-parked at  noon  and  plenty  of  illegal  A- 
frame  signs  were  blocking  the  sidewalk. 
Those  comestibles  outside,  however,  were 
scrunched  against  their  buildings  and  the 
flowers  remained  banished  to  their  thresh- 
olds, like  gaudy  but  forlorn  Carnaval  cele- 


brants as  sundown  approaches. 

DPW  Inspector  Robert  Horn  allowed  as 
to  how  the  Mission  might  have  certain  dif- 
ficulties unknown  to  the  Richmond  and  to 
Noe  Valley,  declaring  “We  point,  we  talk, 
people  ask  us  questions  and  we  give  infor- 
mation.” 

Dufty  brought  the  night  to  an  end  by 
saying  that  “the  respect  or  fear  people  have 
for  the  Mayor  helps  get  things  done.”  He 
related  some  billboard  success  stories. 


including  the  reduction  of  intense  wattage 
at  Market  and  Dolores  that  kept  neighbors 
up  all  night  “We  had  another,”  he  added. 
“One  of  those  sexy  suntan  billboards  next 
to  a convent  and  we  got  it  moved.” 

******** 

To  report  dirty  or  obstructed  sidewalks, 
or  other  matters  germane  to  the  DPW, 
Alfaro  advised  calling  695-2017  and  ask- 
ing for  “Joe”.  To  learn  more  about  the  24th 
Street  Merchants,  call  642-2772. 
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A brief  tour  of  Mission  “hot  spots” 


by  Kurt  Bier 

There’s  a dirty  secret  in  the  Mission. 
Actually,  there  are  dozens  of  them, 
dozens  of  dirty,  toxic  secrets  oozing 
and  secreting  and  fouling  our  air,  water 
and  soil.  One  of  these  secrets  was  laid  bare 
during  an  informative,  if  not  comprehen- 
sive, “toxic  walk”  lead  by  members  of  the 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(MHDC)  and  PODER,  a local  group  active 
in  the  field  of  environmental  justice  whose 
name  means  “power”  in  Spanish. 

According  to  Lisa  Pagan,  a member  of 
PODER,  the  environment  is  "everything 
around  us  that  affects  our  lives.”  This 
broad  definition  certainly  keeps  PODER 
relevant,  especially  when  it  comes  to  dis- 
asters like  the  one  at  23rd  and  Treat 
Streets.  The  story  behind  this  empty  lot  is 
familiar  to  most  NMN  readers:  it  was  slat- 
ed to  become  a park  until  the  discovery 
that  the  top  two  feet  of  dirt  qualify'  as  toxic 
waste  in  the  state  of  Califomia-a  problem 
it  turns  out. 

Using  the  would-be  park  as  a starting 
point,  the  toxic  walk  participants  mean- 
dered around  the  block,  with  occasional 
didactic  interludes  addressing  the  toxicity 
of  cigarette  advertising,  autobody  shops, 
lead  paint  and  beauty  salons.  Returning  to 


the  lot,  there  was  a moment  of  low  key  but 
palpable  panic  when  a photographer  for 
the  NMN,  without  identifying  himself, 
asked  the  group  to  pose  for  a photo. 
"COINTEL-PRO,”  said  one  person,  half 
in  jest,  as  some  people  turned  their  backs. 
Eric  Quesada,  of  MHDC,  did  much  of  the 
talking  and  led  the  group  to  a promised 
land:  a small  back  lot  converted  into  a park 
by  MHDC  and  others,  for  the  event’s 
finale.  Juice  and  milk  wet  whistles  as 
members  of  the  group  chatted  each  other 
up. 

Despite  the  brevity  of  the  walk, 
PODER’s  commitment  to  uncovering  and 
documenting  toxic  sites  in  the  Mission  is 
evidenced  by  the  map  above,  compiled  by 
PODER  members  with  an  increasingly 
uncooperative  Department  of  Public 
Health.  The  Mission  is  the  City’s  second 
most  polluted  district  after 
Bayview/Hunter’s  Point,  the  latter  being 
home  to  no  less  than  three  Superfund  sites. 
One  in  eight  children  in  the  Mission  suffer 
from  lead  poisoning.according  to  PODER. 
This  is  the  highest  rate  in  the  City.  To  find 
out  more  about  preventing  lead  poisoning, 
contact  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  at 
487-9203.  To  find  out  more  about  the  toxic 
Mission,  contact  PODER  at  431-4210. 


„ We  invite  you  to  land  on  the  new  planet  on 

the  block. 

PLANET  HEALTH 

Come  into  health  territory  and  discover 
a world  of  Natural  Food  Groceries 
ioo%  Organic  Produce. 

Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs. 

Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics. 
Environmental. Household  Products. 
Vitamins  & Supplements. 

Organic  Juice  & Coffee  Bar. 

Friendly  Staff  & Soothing  Atmosphere. 


w 


wa 


524  Valencia  Street  at  16th 

Monday  thru  Saturday  from  8 am  to  10  pm 
Sundays  from  9 am  to  10  pm 

San  Francisco  (415)  558-9150 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 
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COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


CD  Player 

16th  & Cap/  ft>. 


.Mm. 

Street, 


a.m.-2  a.m. 


Don’t  Let  Your 
Glass  Go  To  Waste 


San  Franciscans  recycle  27  Million  Pounds  of  glass  a year, 
but  we’re  still  sending  19  Million  Pounds  of 
recyclable  glass  to  the  landfill 
Remember: 

• Glass  can  be  recycled  indefinitely  - the  glass 
container  you  used  this  morning  could  contain 
glass  made  during  the  Gold  Rush 

• Recycled  glass  reduces  energy  use  by  30%, 
reduces  air  pollution  and  saves  landfill  space 

• All  glass  jars  and  bottles  can  be  recycled  in 
the  curbside  and  apartment  recycling  program 

• Glass  is  recycled  locally  - creating  local  jobs 
Recycle  All  Your  Glass  Jars  and  Bottles 
For  more  information: 

24-hour  trilingual  hotline  - 554-RECYcle 
Web  Site  - www.sfrecycle.org 


» * 


San 


Francisco 


IttCYCUNG 


Habitat  for  Humanity 

Habitat  for  Humanity  San  Francisco  is 
now  accepting  applications  for  qualified 
families  and  on-site  volunteers  for  new 
housing  in  the  Mission  district  Habitat 
will  build,  with  volunteer  labor,  four  3- 
bcdrrom  units  to  be  sold  to  families 
earning  less  than  60  percent  of  the  local 
median  income.  Anyone  interested  in 
applying  please  call  415-750-4780, 


Office  space  for  rent 

A non-profit  organization  located  on 
Valencia  and  25th  Street  is  looking  for  a 
tenant  to  share  an  office  and  training 
space.  The  total  space  is  2,300  sq.  feet 
with  lots  of  natural  light.  Total  office 
space  available  to  new  tenant  is  320  sq. 
feet.  Shared  training  area  is  700  sq.  feet 
with  seating  capacity  for  30-40  people 
Shared  storage  room,  area  for  copier  and 
fax  machines  and  file  cabinets.  Facility 
lias  two  bathrooms  and  one  kitchen.  Rent 
is  $1,100  plus  $1,100  deposit.  Rent  is 
negotiable  and  is  proportionate  to  space 
occupied.  Expenses  are  50  percent  of 
janitorial,  utilities,  alarm,  etc.  Available 
for  rent  now!  For  appointment  please  call 
415-826-5090. 


New  Mission  News 
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Green  City  Alerts 

Mission  Edition  Calendar 


Sarah  Bardeen  • 


• SF  Recycling  begins  a pilot  organic  waste 
collection  prograin  this  month!  Food  and 
yard  waste  will  be  collected  in  free  bins  pro- 
vided by  the  city.  Keep  an  eye  out  for  when 
the  program  comes  to  our  neighborhood. 
544-3404. 

• The  Helpline,  a comprehensive  phone  re- 
ferral service,  provides  free,  confidential  and 
comprehensive  information  and  referrals  to 
anyone  needing  information  about  food  and 
rental  assistance,  as  well  as  other  nonprofit 
health  and  human  services.  800-273.6222, 
772-HELP,  772-4444  (in  Spanish) 

• The  Bay  Area  GreenTeam  Project  assists 
individuals  and  neighborhoods  in  develop- 
ing earth-friendly  living  practices.  Leam  to 
reduce  consumption  and  save  money  using 
the  Green  Action  Guide.  Give  them  a call! 
989-2906. 

Saturday  2 

Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center  introduces 
new  BART  mural  walks.  Muralist-guided, 
participants  will  view  over  50  murals  in  a 
ten-block  walk.  Discover  the  artistic  heart  of 
the  Mission!  Fee.  285-2287. 

Saturday  9 

SLUG  offers  a free  workshop  and  soil  test 
for  the  public.  Concerned  about  lead  con- 
tamination in  your  little  patch  of  green?  Call 
285-SLUG. 

Sunday  10 

Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center  tours  70 
murals  on  bike!  Pedal  your  way  through  the 
throbbing  center  of  the  Mission  mural  dis- 
trict. Fee.  11  a.m.  285-2287. 

Wednesday  13 

Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  a coalition  of 
29  neighborhood  park  organizations,  meets 
in  the  Main  Library’s  4th  floor  Conference 


Room.  Interested  in  improving  your 
neighborhood’s  park?  It’s  happening  here. 
5:15  p.m.  to  7 p.m.  62 1 -3260. 

Saturday  16 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  invites  participants 
to  join  in  the  creation  and  long-term  mainte- 
nance of  the  first  living  memorial  to  those 
lost  to  AIDS  and  in  support  of  those  living 
with  HIV.  Work  includes  weeding,  mulch- 
ing, and  planting.  10  a.m.  on.  750-8340. 

Green  City  Project  teams  up  with  the  St. 
Cristina  Residence  Hotel  in  the  Tenderloin 
to  plant  a fabulous  rooftop  garden.  Help 
green  the  urban  skyline!  10  a.m.  285-6556. 

Sunday  17 

Bernal  Hilltop  Native  Grassland  Restoration 
Project  eradicates  invasive  exotic  plants, 
maintains  test  planting  areas,  propagates  in- 
digenous seed  and  enjoys  this  city-locked 
treasure.  282-5066. 

Friday  22 

Critical  Mass  winds  its  way  through  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco  today  to  promote  the 
practice  of  pedaling.  Join  them  at  Justin 
Herman  Plaza  at  5:30.  285-BIKE. 

Saturday  23 

SLUG  offers  garden  construction  tips  and 
secrets  on  how  to  build  garden  beds  and 
benches  from  recycled  materials.  10  a.m.  to 
12  noon.  Fee.  285-SLUG. 

Green  City  Project,  a San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  nonprofit  environmental  program, 
works  to  increase  the  compatibility  of  cities 
with  local  natural  systems  by  providing  re- 
sources to  link  individuals  and  groups  with 
each  other  in  community-based  ecological 
activities.  GCP  is  a project  of  the  Planet 
Drum  Foundation.  Contact  us  at  285-6556. 


• SF  Recycling  empieza  este  mes  una  pro- 
grama de  colección  de  desechos  orgánicos. 
Desechos  de  la  cocina  y del  jardín  van  a es- 
tar colectados  en  cajones  distribuidos  gratis 
por  la  ciudad.  Pónganse  atención  para  la  lle- 
gada del  programa  a su  barrio!  554-3404 

• The  Helpline,  un  servicio  completo  de  re- 
ferencias que  provee,  gratis,  información 
confidencial  y referencias  para  personas  que 
necesitan  ayuda  con  comida  o lugar  para  vi- 
vir. También  dan  información  sobre  otros 
servicios  de  salud  o humanitarios  sin  lucro. 
Llame  al  772-4444  (en  español). 

•The  Bay  Area  Green  Team  Project  ayuda 
individuos  y comunidades  a desarrollar  ma- 
neras de  vivir  que  no  son  dañinas  al  medio 
ambiente.  Aprenda  a reducir  el 
consumerismo  y ahorre  dinero,  usando  The 
Green  Action  Guide.  Llámelos  al  989-2906. 

Sábado  2 

El  centro  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  ofrecerá 
excursiones  con  guía  a los  murales  cerca  de 
BART.  Los  participantes  podrán  observar 
como  50  murales  en  un  área  de  10  cuadras. 
Descubra  el  corazón  artístico  de  la  Misión. 
Se  cobra  por  la  excursión.  Para  más  infor- 
mación llame  al  285-2287. 

Sábado  9 

¿Preocupado  sobre  una  posible  contamina- 
ción con  plomo  de  su  pequeño  jardín? 
SLUG,  la  liga  de  jardineros  urbanos  de  San 
Francisco,  ofrece  una  clase  gratuita  para  el 
público  y una  prueba  de  análisis  de  la  tierra 
alrededor  de  su  residencia.  Para  más  infor- 
mación llame  al  285-SLUG. 

Domingo  10 

El  centro  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  ofrece 
excursiones  a los  murales  para  ciclistas!  Pe- 
dalee su  camino  a través  del  pulsante  cen- 
tro de  murales  de  la  Misión.  Se  cobra  por  la 
excursión.  Para  más  información  llame  al 
285-2287. 

Miércoles  13 

El  Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  una  coali- 
ción de  29  organizaciones  de  parques  loca- 
les, se  reunirá  en  la  biblioteca  central  (Main 
Library)  en  el  centro  de  conferencias  del 
cuarto  piso.  Está  interesado  en  mejorar  el 


parque  de  su  comunidad?  La  reunión  se  rea- 
liza aquí  de  5: 15  p.m.  a 7 p.m.  Para  más  in- 
formación, llame  al  621-3260. 

Sábado  16 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  invita  a participar  en 
la  creación  y mantenimiento  del  primer 
recordatorio  en  vivo  para  los  fallecidos  a 
causa  del  SIDA  y en  apoyo  para  los  que  pa- 
decen del  VIH.  El  trabajo  incluye  desyerbar, 
cubrir  con  pajote  y sembrar.  Comienza  a las 
10  a.m.  Llamar  al  750-8340  para  más  deta- 
lles. 

Green  City  Project  les  invita  a trabajar  con 
los  residentes  de  la  St.  Cristina  Residence 
Hotel  en  el  Tenderloin  a plantar  una  nueva 
jardín  sobre  el  tejado  de  su  edificio. 
Ayúdanos  a hacer  verde  el  contorno  urbano! 
Comienza  a las  10  a.m.  Para  información 
llame  al  285-6556. 

Domingo  17 

El  proyecto  Bemal  Hilltop  Native  Grassland 
Restoration  se  dedica  a desarraigar  plantas 
exóticas  dañinas,  mantener  el  área  de  siem- 
bro de  pruebas,  difundir  semillas  nativas,  y 
además  se  goza  de  las  escondidas  maravi- 
llas de  la  ciudad.  282-5066. 

Viernes  22 

Critical  Mass  se  desliza  por  las  calles  de  San 
Francisco  hoy  para  promover  la  práctica  del 
pedaleo  (ciclismo).  Reúnase  con  ellos  en  la 
plaza  Justin  Herman  a las  5:30  p.m.  Para 
detalles  llamar  al  285-B1KE. 

Sábado  23 

SLUG,  la  liga  de  jardineros  urbanos  de  San 
Francisco,  ofrece  su  consejos  y secretos  so- 
bre la  construcción  de  macizos  de  plantas  y 
bancos  hechos  de  materiales  reciclables. 


Green  City  Project  es  un  programa  sin  lucro 
del  área  de  la  bahía  que  se  dedica  a la 
conservación  del  medio  ambiente.  Trabaja 
para  fomentar  la  coexistencia  de  ciudades 
con  sistemas  naturales  locales  al  proveer  los 
recursos  y medios  para  conectar  individuos 
y grupos  en  actividades  ecológicas  basadas 
en  la  comunidad.  GCP  es  un  proyecto  del 
Planet  Drum  Foundation.  Para  más 
información,  llamar  al  285-6556. 
Traducción  por  Lucrecia  Pérez. 
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Mediterranean  & Vegan  Pastries  “ “ ^ 

Freshly  Baked  on  the  Premises 

Out*  Specialties  are  Calzones 
and  8"  C\ree k Style  Pizzas 

Mediterranean  Plates 

■Humus,  Babaganug  &.  others 

Delicious  Sandwiches 

Falafel,  (Syros,  ¿Eggplant 

Coffee  & Soy/Rice  Prinks 

Turkish,  ¿Espresso,  Lattes 

HOURS  OPEN  ■ Mon-Thu:  7am-11pm 
Fri:  7am-1am  Sat:  9am-1am  Sun:  9am-1Qpm 


535  VALENCIA  ST. 
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TIMING  BELT 


JAMNCSE4 
EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a cover  you  can't  see  your  timing  bett  If  you  have  60,000  mdes 
or  more  on  your  oogiivai  dining  bett,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  bed  breaks,  it  may  cause  cosdy  engine  damage.  start  From 
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FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 
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FRIDAY 

Anonymous  Art  - Opening  night  reception  for 
the  artists  and  collectors  exhibiting  their  unique 
and  bizarre  collections  of  found  or  anonymous 
photographs  in,  “Precious?  Artists  and  Collec- 
tors Curate  Found  Photographs"  7pm,  {four 
walls,  31 60- A 16th  Street,  free,  626-8515 


SATURDAY 

Rodrigo  Betancur,  presente  - An  exhibition  of 
posters  and  related  works  at  La  Peña  Cultural 
Center  in  Berkeley  celebrating  the  life  and  legacy 
of  Mission  activist/cultural  worker,  Rodngo 
Betancur:  videographer,  sculptor,  pnntmaker, 
friend  and  full  voiced  rabblerouser  for  justice, 
(1952-1994).  Show  opens  with  a reception,  from 
3 to  7 pm  and  will  be  on  view  till  September  12. 
3105  Shattuck  Ave.  Berkeley 

Fish  Schticks  - A little  bit  ragtime,  a little  bit 
bluegrass,  a little  bit  swing  — that's  what  you'll 
be  snapping  your  toes  to  at  Jimbo  Trout  and 
the  Fish  People  afternoon  BBQ  shindig.  4pm- 
7pm,  Atlas  Cafe,  3049  20th  at  Alabama,  free, 
648-1047. 


TUESDAY 

It’s  a Play  - Eighteen-year  old  Jennifer  Bowen 
chronicles  the  life  of  Pulitzer  prize  winning  and 
mentally  unstable  poet  Anne  Sexton,  in  her  one- 
woman  show  "Burning  Down  to  Heaven."  You 
might  recognize  Bowen  from  her  riveting  perfor- 
mance in  Michael  Jackson's  Moon  Walkers  video 
game  8:30pm,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at 
22nd,  $6-10,  826-5750. 


WEDNESDAY 

Boyz  & Girlz  In  the  Hood  - Brava!  for  Women 
in  the  Arts  presents  “Mission:  ¡Posibe!"  a one- 
night  performance  and  visual  arts  show  about 
life  in  the  barrio,  written  by  and  starring  Mission 
youth  who  identify  as  Norteño  and  Sureño.  Fifty 
neighborhood  kids  worked  with  writers  and  ac- 
tors to  create  this  original  theater  about  the  limi- 


Celebrating  the  Independence 
of  Latin  American  Countries 
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“24th  Street’s  Connection 
to  Latin  America 
and  the  World” 

Sunday,  Sept.  14,  1997 
1 lam -6pm 

24th  St.  between  Mission  and  Potrero  St.s 
Featuring  entertainment,  arts  and  crafts, 
Latin  & Caribbean  cuisine,  trade 
and  travel  information. 


ericas 
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Food  and  arts  vendors , or  for  more  info : (4IS^  642-2772 

Festival  de  las  Americas  is  a project  of  the  24th  Street  Merchants  Association, 

Co-produced  by  Meca 


tations  and  dangers  of  being  young  and  in  the 
Mission  7 30pm,  Cowell  Theater,  Fort  Mason 
Center,  Manna  Blvd  at  Buchanan,  $2-10  slid- 
ing, 641-7657  ext.  4. 

Drumming  - A short  evening  of  Afro-Latin  drum- 
ming with  percussionist  John  Santos,  who  is  a 
writer,  teacher  and  historian  of  Afro-Latin  drum- 
ming. 5:30-6  30pm,  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  at  20th,  free,  647-6015. 


SUNDAY 

Pinch  Me  - The  Crustacean  Liberation  Front 
should  apply  a fresh  coat  of  paint  to  their  pro- 
test signs  soon  if  they  want  to  picket  “Killing  My 
Lobster,"  a comedy  collective  collaboration.  8pm, 
Venue  9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom,  $6-10  sliding, 
431-5544. 


THURSDAY 

Stone  Soup  - Collective  and  cooperative  house- 
hold dwellers  are  invited  to  a monthly  Soup  Night 
and  discussion  about  possible  projects  within 
the  SF  intentional  communities  community. 
6:30pm,  New  College,  766  Valencia  at  19th,  $1, 
9744384 

Damn  Media  Elite  - Join  nationally  syndicated 
columnist  Norman  Solomon  for  a discussion  of 
corporate-influenced  news  coverage  ranging 
from  the  reporting  (and  misreporting)  of  the  Con- 
tra-cocaine controversy  to  economic  policy  cov- 
erage. 7pm,  MediaAlliance,  814  Mission,  suite 
205,  free,  546-6334 
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SATURDAY 

Multiplicity  - An  evening  of  dance,  live  music, 
theater  and  other  special  treats  awaits  with  AWD, 
the  multimedia,  multidimensional,  multimulti  per- 
formance band.  Stick  around  afterwards  for  the 
post-performance  dance  party.  9pm,  The  Cru- 
cible Steel  Gallery,  2050  Bryant  at  18th,  $15, 
436-9697. 

Public  Hanging  - Photo  Metro  invites  the  til' 
snapshooter  within  us  all,  to  display  our  photo- 
graphs in  its  non-juried,  non-prized,  no  catalog 


“Pin-Up  Show."  Anyone  can  hang  any  photo- 
graphic print  they  want,  anywhere  in  the  gallery 
for  $1  Hanging  begins  tonight.  7pm-10pm,  Photo 
Metro  Gallery,  17  Tehama  near  First  & Folsom, 
243-9917. 


10 


SUNDAY 

Mural  Bike  Tour  - Experienced  muralists  on 
their  favored  bikes  will  lead  this  information- 
packed,  bicycle  tour  of  over  70  murals  in  the 
Mission.  Helmets  for  this  ride  are  required  1 1am, 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center,  348  Precita  near 
Folsom,  $10,  285-2287. 
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MONDAY 

Talkers  - Monday  night  at  the  Marsh  features  a 
new  group  of  writers  and  storytellers  and  ac- 
tors. On  the  agenda  tonight  is  Nancy  Levine. 
Randy  Rutherford,  Scott  Serrano,  and  Nena  St 
Louis.  8:30pm,  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at 
22nd,  $6,  826-5750. 
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FRIDAY 

Happy  Birthday  - Small  Press  Traffic  hosts  an 
evening  of  birthday  wishes  for  French  writer 
Anne-Marie  Albiach.  The  birthday  girl  will  not  be 
there,  but  a bunch  of  other  people  will  be  on 
hand  to  read  her  work  and  pay  her  homage 
Everyone  will  have  the  opportunity  to  feel  very 
smug  and  very  French  at  this  jour  de  féte 
7 30pm,  New  College  Theater,  777  Valencia  at 
19th,  $5,  437-3454 

Movie  - “Land  and  Freedom,"  a movie  about 
the  1936  Spanish  Civil  War  told  through  the 
eyes  of  young  brigadistas  who  join  an  interna- 
tional militia  to  fight  fascism.  7 30pm,  Freedom 
Socialist  Party,  1908  Mission  near  16th,  $2,  864- 
1278. 

Painting  Party  - It’s  the  opening  night  exhibi- 
tion for  “Colores  de  la  Misión,"  an  art  show  of 
print-making  and  paintings  by  six  graphic  artists 
from  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  Show  runs  through  Au- 
gust 30.  6-9pm,  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission  at  25th,  free,  821-1155.  J>p 


TUESDAY 

Bring  Your  Own  Smut  - Share  a stimulating 
original  or  favorite  five  minute  reading  — be  it 
smutty,  or  sublime,  with  the  Erotic  Reading  Circle 
hosted  by  Jack  Davis  and  Carol  Queen.  Listen- 
ers are  welcome  too.  8pm,  1210  Valencia  at 
23rd,  free,  974-8980 

Poe  Tree  - The  poetry  never,  never,  ever  stops 
at  Keane's  3300  Club  Poetry  Series.  Tonight's 
featured  poets  are  Nancy  Cherry  and  Ranbir 
Sidhu  and  whoever  else  feels  like  it.  Free  snacks 
too.  7pm,  Keane's  3300  Club,  3300  Mission 
Street,  free,  826-6886 
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THURSDAY 

Got  Weenie?  - A comedy  (one  would  hope) 
self-described  as  being  the  greatest  Amencan 
play  in  history  and  also  of  absolutely  no  redeem- 
ing social  value,  “In  Search  of  the  Greatest 
American  Hot  Dog,"  continues  its  assault  on  bad 
theatre  8pm,  Bindlestiff  Studio,  185  Sixth  at 
Howard,  $10  or  $5  student,  974-1 167. 

0/ 
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FRIDAY 

It’s  a Grrrl  Thing  Bike-loving  ladies  are  shin- 
ing their  prettiest  bikes  and  pulling  on  their  fan- 
ciest pants  for  Ladies  Mass,  a ladies  only  bi- 
cycle ride  to  reclaim  our  car  crowded  streets 
Every  third  Friday  of  the  month.  7pm,  meets  at 
the  Women's  Building,  18th  & Lapidge,  free 
Mission  Voices  - As  part  of  a summer  long 
arts  program  for  local  youth,  Mission  Voices  pre- 
sents “Grito  de  la  Mission.  '97  Youth  Jam"  fea- 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food  ‘ 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621*4358 
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turing  student  performances  including  dancing 
and  drumming  by  Loco  Bloco,  theater,  story  tell- 
ing, and  poetry.  7pm,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
at  17th,  free,  863-2141. 
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SATURDAY 

More  Mission  Voices  • On  display  at  the  Mis- 
sion Voices  Exhibition  Open  House  are  three 
sculptural  installations  by  students  of  the  sum- 
mer long  arts  program—  exploring  discrimina- 
tion, seats  of  power,  and  much,  much  more. 
Ilam-lpm,  Southern  Exposure,  401  Alabama 
at  17th,  free,  863-2141. 

Mumia  Abu  Jamal-  An  evening  rally  of  solidar- 
ity to  free  Mumia  Abu  Jamal,  end  the  death 
penalty  and  stop  police  brutality  On  hand  to 
speak  is  Alice  Walker,  Gerommo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt), 
and  Mumia’s  lead  attorney  Leonard  Weinglass. 
7:30pm,  Mission  High  School  auditorium,  3750 
18th  at  Dolores,  $5-10, 821-0459. 


Chiapas  Benefit  • La  Peña  del  Surfs  dance 
benefit  to  support  the  fight  of  indigenous  com- 
munities in  Chiapas  features  the  very  danceable 
and  supportable  music  of  Los  Compás.  9pm, 
Capp  Street  Center,  362  Capp  at  18th,  $8,  550- 
HOI. 
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MONDAY 


Musicals  - A screening  of  experimental  film  and 
video  featuring  collaborative  works  by  live,  in 
the  flesh,  performers  and  musicians.  Tonight 
highlights  work  by  Imagery  Flux,  James  Short, 
Chns  Milk,  Marlin  Lum  and  Holly  Madsen.  8pm, 
Venue  9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom,  $6-10  sliding, 
626-2169 

go 

WEDNESDAY 

Bike  Lanes  - Imagine  pedaling  down  Valencia 
Street  in  the  oomfort  of  your  very  own  bike  lane1 
The  Valencia  Street  Bicycle  Improvement  Project 
meets  tonight  and  every  other  Wednesday  to 
organize  for  bike  lanes  and  pedestrian  safety 
on  Valencia.  6:30pm,  call  for  directions,,  free, 
431 -BIKE. 

2 

THURSDAY 


Mission  Voices  - Southern  Exposure  presents 
“Roots  Rhythms,"  an  evening  of  local  spoken 
word  performances,  Afro-Cuban  percussion,  po- 
etry and  Native  American  Story  Telling.  The  per- 
formance features  The  Black  Artist  Contempo- 


rary Cultural  Expenence,  Akinyele  Sadiq  and  Funny,  You  Don't  Look  Buddhist  , leads  a 
Friends,  Elba  Rosario  Sanchez  and  Dennis  roundtable  discussion  on  the  relationship  be- 
Jennings  7:30pm,  Southern  Exposure,  401  Ala-  tween  Buddhism  and  Judaism,  and  how  to  use 
bama  at  17th,  $3-5,  863-2141 . Buddhist  techniques  to  enhance  the  Jewish  prac- 

tice 7.30pm,  call  for  location,  $5, 346-1720. 


TUESDAY  V 


Mistress  of  Poetry  - SM  community  activist  and 
author  Pat  Califia,  also  known  as  the  author 
most  often  banned  by  Canadian  Customs,  reads 
from  her  first  book  of  poetry,  Diesel  Fuel  7:30, 
Modem  Times,  888  Valencia  at  20th,  free,  282- 
9246. 


Poetic  Justice  - Find  out  about  the  local  crime 
scene  and  what  the  police  are  up  at  this  monthly 
neighborhood  police  meeting  This  is  your 
chance  to  let  the  police  know  exactly  what's  on 
your  mind  And  it's  a community  meeting  — 
they  have  to  sit  there  and  listen  to  you!  6pm, 
Mission  Police  Station,  630  Valencia  at  17th, 
free 


More  Poetry  - Jules  Mann,  Gini  Savage  and 
Karen  L Newcombe  are  here  tonight  reading 
their  poetry  You  can  too.  Keane's  3300  Club, 
3300  Mission  Street,  free,  826-6886 


28  fth 

THURSDAY  W 

Zen  Judist  • Sylvia  Boorstein,  author  of  That's 


It’s  a Play  on  Play  - “Tea  & Sympathy,"  a 1953 
play  set  in  a New  England  boys  school,  gets 
extra  twisty  when  this  all-dyke  cast  puts  a 1990's 
lesbo  gender  identity  spin  on  the  classic  explo- 
ration of  masculinity,  femininity  and  homosexu- 
ality 8pm,  Luna  Sea  Women's  Performance 
Project,  2940  16th  Street,  $8-$12  sliding,  863- 
3989 


Two  Films  * First  up  is  “Rebel  Hearts:  Sarah 
and  Angelina  Grimke  and  the  Anti-Slavery  Move- 
ment," the  story  of  two  white  women,  whose 
multi-issue  politics  made  them  militant  leaders 
Next  is  “This  Land  is  Ours,"  a Lawrence  Goldin 
film  documenting  the  fight  of  Native  Alaskans 
for  their  land.  7 30pm,  Freedom  Socialist  Party, 
1908  Mission  Street,  $2, 864-1278 

30  ) 

SATURDAY  ? 

Get  the  Dirt  - Is  your  soil  dirty?  Find  out  at  this 
SLUG  workshop  on  lead  hazards  in  soil  and 
creative  gardening  techniques  to  improve  soil 
quality.  Bring  your  own  dirt  — participants  can 


have  their  own  soil  tested  for  healthiness  and 
lead  content.  10am-1 2:30pm,  St.  Mary's  Urban 
Youth  Farm  on  Alemany  at  Ellsworth,  free,  285- 
SLUG. 
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SUNDAY 

OpeRAAAA  - The  Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble 
collaborated  with  faculty  and  students  of  Las 
Positas  College  to  produce  this  fully  staged 
Schubert  opera,  “Agatha:  The  Faithful  Sentry " 
All  at  a pnce  you  can  afford.  4pm,  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  at  20th,  $5-10,  647- 
6015 


ONGOING 

Alfonso  says  - “Adnan  Castro  doesn't  mess 
around!"  This  Miami-based  perfomance  poet 
declamador  of  searing  intensity  has  a forthcom- 
ing book,  Cantos  to  Blood  & Honey,  articulating 
his  search  for  a cohesive  Afro-Caribbean  iden- 
tity in  the  tradition  Luis  Pales  Matos  & Nicolás 
Guillén...  “a  poetic  synthesis  of  myth,  history, 
migration,  memory  & cultural  continuity " Come 
greet  the  artist  at  a lively  reception  to  be  held  at 
R.  Texidorfs  Oya  Nike  Cultural,  1252  Valencia 
(near  24th)  the  week  of  Aug  3-10.  Call  for  ex- 
act time  and  date:  821-9127 


A Regional 
Survey  of 


Through 


including  work  by  artists 
from  the  Mission 


September  7 


Tuesdays-Sundays 
II  am  - 6 pm 
$5  general  admission 
$3  students  and  seniors 


Pius  Film  & Video 


and  FREE  Outdoor 
Performances 


Tickets  8c 

24-Hour  Information 
(415)  978-ARTS  / 2787 
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Seeing 
the  Elephant 


Lisa  Milos 


Deadly  Mind  Games 


THERE'S  A FEW  THINGS  THAT  I'D  LIKE 
to  “share”  wilh  you.  as  they  say  in  Califor- 
nia. Things  that  deal  with  hypocrisy,  bigotry, 
violence  against  the  minds,  as  well  as  the 
bodies  of  our  youth. 

A piece  by  Gary  Delgado,  published  in 
the  SF  Examiner  on  July  14  under  the  title 
of  “When  sex  education  becomes  no-sex  ig- 
norance", exposes  the  California  Slate  De- 
partment of  Education  for  sanctioning  the  use 
of  “abstinence-only"  sex  education  pro- 
grams. This  violates  California's  own  Edu- 
cation Code,  which  stipulates  that  children 
must  be  informed  about  the  success  rate  of 
condoms  in  preventing  transmission  of  HIV. 
These  programs — called  "Sex  Respect" — 
utilize  racial  stereotyping  to  describe  teen 
pregnancy,  and  sexual  stereotyping  that  con- 
dones rape  if  a girl  is  dressed  in  a certain 
way. 

This  is  serious  brainwashing. 

As  a sexually  active  teenager  during  the 
mid  seventies  in  Cambridge,  I was  lucky  to 
live  in  a progressive  household.  Even  so,  I 
still  had  to  have  two  abortions  by  the  time  I 
was  17.  Condom  use  was  not  widespread. 
Pregnancy  was  all  we  had  to  worry  about, 
not  a deadly  virus.  I don't  remember  any  sex 
education  courses  in  school  and  the  main- 
stream cultural  environment  was  racist 
against  blacks  and  Puerto  Ricans. 

All  that,  and  very  puritan.  School  offi- 
cials considered  it  normal  for  my  Puerto 
Rican  girlfriends  to  get  pregnant  at  14.  and 
drop  out  to  go  live  with  a guy.  To  some  ex- 
tent, it  was  considered  normal  by  some  of 
the  mothers  of  these  girls.  It  seems  like  hav- 
ing a child  somehow  sanctioned  the  supposed 
sin  of  having  sex  out  of  wedlock.  And  drop- 
ping out  was  a way  of  becoming  invisible, 
of  "paying  the  price”,  so  to  speak. 

That's  called  serious  mindfucking. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  facts  men- 
tioned in  Delgado's  article  was  that  Welfare 
Reform  legislation  provides  250  million  dol- 
lars to  states  that  adopt  these  types  of  “absti- 
nence-only" programs. 

That’s  what  I call  deadly  dollars. 

I remember  the  reproachful  look  on  the 
nurses'  faces  when  I had  my  first  abortion  at 
fifteen,  in  1976.  The  Hyde  Amendment  had 
just  passed,  meaning  that  my  mother  and  I 


didn't  have  to  worry  about  where  to  get  the 
money  to  pay  for  an  abortion.  The  prevail- 
ing mentality  in  this  country  is  still  one  of 
“if  a girl  gets  pregnant,  then  she’s  got  to  pay 
the  consequences” — even  25  years  after 
abortion  became  legal.. 

With  HIV  around.  “Sex  Respect"  and 
programs  like  it  will  make  millions  of  "bad 
girls"  fair  game  for  invisibility. 

Come  Again? 

In  a book  entitled  Mass  Psychology  of  Fas- 
cism, Wilhelm  Reich  describes  the  precon- 
ditions set  forth  by  sexual  and  social  repres- 
sion during  Pre  War  Germany,  which  served 
to  promote  a fascist  mentality.  Most,  if  not 
all,  of  these  conditions  exist  today  in  the 
United  States. 

The  media  relates  fascism  with  Hitler. 
Mussolini,  Franco  or  with  military  dictator- 
ships. yet  many  inner-city  youth  experience 
fascism  every  day. 

An  event  on  24th  and  Mission  Streets, 
called  "Art  vs.  Cops",  was  a youth  arts  and 
cultural  demonstration.  On  July  20,  approxi- 
mately 150  young  people  gathered  to  draw, 
paint,  tag  and  write  about  their  experiences. 
They  essentially  denounced  the  crimes  com- 
mitted against  youth  by  police.  They  exposed 
the  inherent  racism  that  exists  within  the 
police  departments  in  this  country,  which,  in 
effect,  make  African  American.  Latino  and 
Asian  youth  fair  game  for  police  brutality. 

That’s  the  opposite  of  invisibility — un- 
less. of  course,  you're  in  jail  or  dead. 

Out  of  Sight,  Out  of  Mind? 

On  Saturday,  August  16,  Gerónimo  Pratt  will 
speak  at  Mission  High  School  in  an  event 
described  as  "an  evening  of  solidarity  to  save 
the  life  of  Mumia  Abu  Jamal."  There's  some- 
thing particularly  important  about  this  gath- 
ering. It's  about  refusing  to  become  invis- 
ible. It’s  also  about  waking  up.  We  think  that 
we've  come  a long  way,  but  we  really 
haven't.  What  happened  to  Pratt  during  the 
last  27  years  of  false  imprisonment  is  still 
happening  today  with  Mumia.  Only  this  time 
the  stakes  are  higher.  Leonard  Weinglass,  the 
attorney  for  Mumia  will  also  speak,  because 
if  Mumia  doesn’t  gel  a retrial,  he’ll  be  put  to 
death. 

Funny  thing,  this  invisibility  business.  It 
really  makes  people  see  much  clearer. 


Los  funcionarios  de  las  escuelas  consi- 
deraban normal  que  mis  amigas  puertorri- 
queñas se  quedaran  embarazadas  a los  14 
años  y dejaran  los  estudios  para  ir  a vivir  con 
sus  novios.  Hasta  cierto  punto,  también  al- 
gunas de  las  madres  de  mis  amigas  lo  consi- 
deraban normal.  Parece  que  el  tener  un  bebe 
les  libraba  del  supuesto  pecado  de  tener  re- 
laciones sexuales  sin  estar. casadas.  El  aban- 
donar los  estudios  era  una  manera  de  llegar 
a ser  invisible,  y “pagar  el  precio",  por  así 
decirlo. 

Eso  es  jodido. 

Uno  de  los  aspectos  más  preocupantes 
del  artículo  de  Delgado  fue  que  la  legisla- 
ción de  la  reforma  del  Welfare  promete  más 
de  250  millones  de  dólares  a los  estados  que 
se  comprometen  a adoptar  el  currículo  de 
abstinencia. 

Estos  serán  dólares  mortales. 

Recuerdo  las  caras  desaprobantes  de  las 
enfermeras  cuando  tuve  mi  primer  aborto  a 
los  15  años  en  el  año  1976.  La  enmienda 
Hyde  recién  había  sido  promulgado.  Eso  sig- 
nifica que  ni  mi  madre  ni  yo  tuvimos  que 
preocupamos  sobre  cómo  pagarlo. 

La  mentalidad  que  sigue  prevaleciendo 
hoy  en  día  en  los  Estados  Unidos  es“las  mu- 
chachas que  queden  embarazadas  deberán 
pagar  las  consecuencias,  aún  25  años  des- 
pués que  el  aborto  ha  sido  legalizado. 

Con  el  SIDA  rondando,  el  currículo  “Sex 
Respect”  y otros  similares  harán  que  millo- 
nes de  las  “muchachas  malas”  lleguen  a ser 
muchachas  invisibles. 

En  un  libro  titulado  Mass  Psychology  of 
Fascism  (La  Psicología  de  Masas  del  Fas- 
cismo), Wilhelm  Reich  describe  cuales  eran 
las  condiciones  de  represión  sexual  y social 
que  existían  en  Alemania  antes  de  la  Segun- 
da Guerra  Mundial  que  fomentó  la  mentali- 
dad fascista.  Casi  todas,  sino  todas,  estas  con- 
diciones existen  hoy  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Los  medios  de  comunicación  asocian  al 
fascismo  con  Hitler,  Mussolini,  Franco  u 
otras  dictaduras  militares,  sin  embargo,  mu- 
chos de  los  jovenes  minoritarios  que  viven 
en  los  sectores  pobres  de  las  grandes  ciuda- 
des experimentan  el  fascismo  todos  los  días. 

Un  evento  en  la  calle  24  y Mission  lla- 
mado “Art  vs.  Cops"  (Arte  contra  la  Policía) 
fue  una  manifestación  cultural  y artístico  de 
lajuventud. 


Writing  Workshop. 
The  Personal  Essay 


Recount  the  great  moments  of  your  life: 
the  traveler's  tales,  the  family  secrets, 
the  deaths,  the  loves,  the  connections 
you  make  that  explain  the  world. 

FREE  BROCHURE  648-8533 


El  día  20  de  Julio,  aproximadamente  1 50 
jovenes  se  reunieron  para  dibujar,  pintar  y 
escribir,  acerca  de  sus  experiencias.  Esencial- 
mente, denunciaron  los  crímenes  cometidos 
en  contra  de  lajuventud  por  la  policía.  Des- 
enmascararon el  racismo  inherente  en  los 
departamentos  de  policía  de  todo  el  país,  que 
en  sus  efectos  convierte  a cada  joven  negro, 
latino,  y asiático  en  carne  de  cañón,  en  blan- 
cos perfectos  para  la  brutalidad  policíaca. 

Ser  un  blanco  perfecto,  muchos  dirán,  es 
lo  opuesto  a la  in  visibilidad,  eso  es  cierto,  al 
menos  que  estés  encarcelado  o muerto. 

El  Sábado.  1 6 de  Agosto,  Gerónimo  Pratt 
se  presentará  para  hablar  en  Mission  High 
School  en  un  evento  titulado  “una  noche  de 
solidaridad  para  salvarle  la  vida  a Mumia 
Abu  Jamal.  Hay  algo  particularmente  impor- 
tante sobre  éste  evento.  Se  trata  de  los  que 
rehúsan  ser  convertidos  a seres  invisibles.  Se 
trata  también  sobre  la  toma  de  conciencia. 
Estamos  convencidos  de  que  hemos  avan- 
zado mucho  cuando  en  realidad  no  es  así. 
Lo  que  le  pasó  a Pratt  durante  los  27  años  de 
encarcelamiento  injusto  está  pasando  hoy  en 
día  contra  Mumia.  Salvo  que  ésta  vez  el  pre- 
cio será  mayor.  Leonard  Weinglass,  el  abo- 
gado de  Mumia  también  se  presentará,  por- 
que si  Mumia  no  logra  obtener  un  nuevo  jui- 
cio, será  asesinado  por  el  estado. 

Hay  algo  extraño  con  este  asunto  de  la 
invisibilidad.  Hace  que  las  gentes  vean  más 
claramente. 


Mirando 
el  Elefante 


Lisa  Milos 


SALIÓ  UN  ARTÍCULO  publicado  en  el 
Examiner  de  San  Francisco  el  14  de  Julio 
por  Gary  Delgado  ütulado  "Cuando  la  edu- 
cación sexual  se  transforma  en  la  ignorancia 
de  la  abstinencia".  El  artículo  denuncia  al  De- 
partamento de  Educación  del  Estado  de 
California  por  permitir  el  uso  de  un  currículo 
de  educación  sexual  que  está  diseñado  para 
sólo  enseñar  acerca  de  la  abstinencia  sexual. 
Esto  viola  el  propio  Código  Educacional  del 
Estado  el  cual  estipula  que  los  alumnos  tie- 
nen que  ser  informados  acerca  de  la  eficacia 
de  los  condones  en  la  prevención  del  SIDA. 
El  currículo  de  abstinencia,  llamado,  “Sex 
Respect  (Sexo-Respeto)  utiliza  estereotipos 
raciales  cuando,  al  describir  una  joven  ma- 
dre soltera,  muestra  una  joven  latina  (que 
obviamente  se  llama  "María").  El  otro  men- 
saje que  entrega  este  material  es  una  tácita 


justificación  de  la  violación  si  la  víctima  está 
vestida  de  una  manera  insinuosa. 

Eso  es  un  verdadero  lavado  de  cerebro. 

Durante  los  anos  setenta,  yo  fui  una  ado- 
lescente en  Cambridge.  Fue  allí  donde  tuve 
mis  primeras  experiencias  sexuales  pero  tuve 
la  suerte  de  vivir  en  un  hogar  progresista. 
Aún  así.  tuve  que  tener  dos  abortos  antes  de 
cumplir  los  17  años.  El  uso  de  condones  no 
era  tan  común.  Solo  teníamos  que  preocu- 
pamos de  no  quedar  embarazadas,  no  tenía- 
mos el  problema  de  un  virus  mortal.  No  re- 
cuerdo que  hubieran  habido  ningunas  clases 
de  educación  sexual  en  las  escuelas  y el  am- 
biente “oficial"  era  muy  racista  contra  los 
negros  y puertorriqueños  y además  muy  pu- 
ritano. 


Depth  Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and  abuse. 

Explore  and  work  through  stuck  places,  fears 
and  anxiety  that  keep  you  from  having 
the  relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 
(415)  695-0166 

LICENSE  MFC32077  Se  habla  español 


cAeeáeátealí 


niman  schell  beef  served  (natural  beef) 

no  hormones  • no  added  chemicals 

3285  21  street  @ valencia 
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List  topper,  Stop  and  Shop  at  Mission  and  26th  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Bad  Booze  List  #2:  Liquor  Stores 


Last  month,  the  News  published  a list  of 
problem  bare  targeted  by  Mission  Station 
for  increased  police  attention.  A $100,000 
grant  from  the  state  of  California  to  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department  funds 
the  additional  enforcement  activity  and 
requires  each  district  police  station  to 
make  up  a list  of  targeted  nuisance  liquor 
outlets.  This  month’s  list  of  liquor  stores  is 
based  on  citizen  complaints  aixl  calls  for 
police  service.  The  most  common  problem 
reported  at  these  establishments  is  a disor- 
derly, menacing  and  redolent  congregation 
of  drunks,  and  sometimes  drug  dealers, 
hanging  out  in  front  of  the  stores. 

In  tandem  with  the  police  program  are 
the  efforts  of  Supervisor  Susan  Leal,  who 
has  submitted  a citywide  list  of  offensive 
bare  and  liquor  stores  to  Manuel  Espinoza, 
Chief  Deputy  Director  of  the  California 
Department  of  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Control.  In  recent  years,  radical  cut  backs 
in  the  ABC’s  budget  have  made  the  depart- 
ment less  than  efficient  in  tightening  the 
reins  on  liquor  venders  who  seem  to 
believe  they  are  beyond  control.  A portion 
of  the  state  grant  to  San  Francisco  was  sup- 
posed to  remedy  that  problem,  but  as  many 
Mission  residents  know,  aggravating  prob- 
lems involving  drunks  and  the  places  that 
cater  to  them  remain  high  on  everybody’s 
gripe  list. 

Leal  had  originally  planned  to  go  after 
the  bare  and  liquor  stores  by  revoking  the 
city  health  permits  of  any  place  where 


booze  sales  caused  community  problems. 
Small  business  proprietors  became  irate  at 
the  suggestion  of  even  more  city  bureau- 
cratic intrusive  ness  and  Leal  decided  to 
see  if  she  couldn’t  muster  a little  more 
muscle  from  the  ABC  before  trying  to  beef 
up  local  ordinances.  The  list  she  submitted 
to  the  ABC  included  three  stores  that  also 
appeared  on  the  Mission  Station  list  shown 
below:  George’s  Market  on  24th,  W&K 


The  Mission’s  Top  Ten  Problem 
Liquor  stores  for  1997  are: 


1 . Stop  and  Shop,  3000  Mission  Street 

2.  Lucky  Comer;  3450  Chavez  Street 

3.  W & K Market,  3098  24th  Street 

4.  George’s  Market,  3140  24th  Street 

5.  George’s  Market,  2268  Mission  Street 

6.  Latino’s  Grocery,  3249  24th  Street 

7.  Ed  and  Danny ’s  Market, 

999  South  Van  Ness 

8.  Mission  Grocery,  2128  Mission  Street 

9.  K & H Liquor,  501  Valencia  Street 

10.  Munir  Liquor  2098  Mission  Street 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’ll  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 210  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St.) 
Open  7 days,  I lam-7pm  • 974-8980 


r 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 


TYPKSKTTING 


DESIGN  • PRINTING 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • I ellerheads  Special  Hates  for  Non-Profit# 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 

Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders  pfj-  (4]£)  826-6700 

1 005)  Valencia  SI..  SI  (415)  826-6701 


J 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  & SERVICE 


SÍ 

"•  i- 

<5.  r 

•• 

m 

* 

, • 

- 

" * 

! 

1960 


Refrigerators 
Stoves 
Dryers 
Washing 
Machines 


659  Valencia 

Between  17th  & 18th  Streets 

431-0255 


'T-'-  " 
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LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  SF,  Ca  94110  (415)282-9246 
Mon  -Thur  11-8  Fri-  Sat  11-9  Sun  11-6 
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How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

*Mortgage  Assistance  ($  0 -$333  per  month) 
* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds  " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  ■ SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
■ BART  and  MUNI  m 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


* 109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts . 

* Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 

* Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
* Secured  buildings , underground  parking 
arid  much  more. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 


2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 

4  Bedrooms  $220,000 

* Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 

For  more  information  Call  -Toll  Free-  Suzy  Kurinsky: 1/800-793-1 773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:  101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 

P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/  510-795-8317 


r 


if  Yi 


es!  Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA . 


n 


Name  of  Applicant 

| Current  Address 

City Zip 

Day  Phone Evening  Phone 

I Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 

Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 

I Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

□ 2BR  □ 3BR 

□ 2BR  +loft  □ 3BR  + loft  □ 4BR 

Applicant's  Signature 

Co-Applicant  Signature 

i / 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  SL)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 


♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 


♦ Homeopathic 
remedies 

♦ Aromatherapy 


♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


3412  22ND  Street 
(ar  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


(415)  821-0997 

A Women-Owned  Business 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <&  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  &.  Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG 


INSPECTION 


FREE 
^ BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


WEEK 


CHANGE 


J 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old,  Like  New  & Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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Super 

Notes 


Jose  Medina 


Looking  for  automobile 
alternatives 

When  I travel  to  other  major  cities 
of  the  world,  I can  truly  appreci- 
ate San  Francisco’s  clean  air.  In 
these  instances  1 am  reminded  that  the 
quality  of  our  air  is  always  a work  in 
progress.  In  the  US,  the  average  person  did 
not  become  aware  of  many  environmental 
issues  related  to  transportation  until  the 
nineteen  seventies.  Fortunately,  the  new 
environmental  awareness  that  ensued, 
along  with  the  gas  crisis,  originated  an 
improved  redesign  of  the  form  and  func- 
tion of  atuomoviles.  In  my  role  as  a board 
member  of  the  San  Francisco  County 
Transportation  Authority  and  as  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Committee 
that  deals  with  Transportation  issues,  I 
have  an  obligation  to  seriously  consider 
the  impact  of  the  transportation  infrastruc- 
ture on  San  Francisco’s  environment 

The  City’s  floating  population  of  some 
million-and-a-half  people  that  tour  and 
work  here  every  day  makes  our  situation 
quite  unique.  Adding  to  this  situation  is  the 
1989  Loma  Prieta  earthquake  which  seri- 
ously damaged  the  Transbay  Terminal,  the 
Embarcadero  Freeway,  the  Central 
Freeway,  and  the  Nimitz  Freeway.  Nature 
has  forced  us  to  reconsider  our  transporta- 
tion priorities  for  the  next  century.  It  has 
taken  eight  long  years  of  construction  and 
redesign  to  reopen  the  Nimitz  freeway  and 
offer  some  relief  to  motorists  in  the  East 
Bay.  On  our  side  of  the  Bay,  many  cele- 
brate the  fate  of  the  Embarcadero  Freeway 
and  look  forward  to  the  new  Transbay 
Terminal  at  Main  and  Beale.  Nevertheless 
the  transportation  dilemma  has  not  been 
fully  solved.  Our  responsibility  as  elected 


officials  is  to  make  fair  and  educated  rec- 
ommendations that  will  serve  the  largest 
number  of  people  in  an  environmentally- 
rriendly  and  cost-effective  way. 

On  Monday,  July  21,  1997,  we  had  an 
opportunity  to  fulfill  this  responsibility.  I, 
along  with  a few  other  Supervisors,  voted 
recently  in  support  of  the  completion  of  a 
formal  study  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 
a Caltrain  extension  to  the  new  terminal.  A 
variety  of  environmental  groups,  not  to 
mention  a large  number  of  commuters,  had 
been  urging  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
override  the  Mayor’s  veto  of  the  legisla- 
tion that  would  have  caused  the  comple- 
tion of  this  study.  San  Francisco  was  not 
the  only  county  interested  in  this  issue,  the 
Supervisors  received  letters  of  support 
from  San  Mateo  elected  officals  as  well. 
Although  our  votes  were  not  enough  to 
move  tlie  Board  to  seek  formal  findings  on 
the  matter,  we  succeeded  in  generating  a 
healthy  debate  on  the  issue  of  transporta- 
tion and  the  environment 

My  efforts  to  develop  attractive  alterna- 
tives to  the  atuomovile  commute  will  con- 
tinue. I am  also  encouraged  by  other 
efforts,  such  as  the  High  Speed  Rail 
Authority  formed  by  the  State  of 
California  to  evaluate  a high  speed  rail  ser- 
vice that  could  provide  service  between 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  in  less  than 
three  hours.  During  a recent  trip  to  Japan  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  study  other  success- 
ful world  models  for  transit  centers  in 
Osaka  and  Kyoto  that  serve  large  metro- 
politan areas  effectively.  I have  found  that 
there  is  always  room  to  make  the  trans- 
portation infrastructure  more  environmen- 
tally friendly  and  to  develop  more  oppor- 
tunities for  an  effective  regional  system. 


Super  Notas 


Jose  Medina 


Buscando  alternativas  para 
el  automobil 

Cuando  viajo  a otras  ciudades  impor- 
tantes deveras  logro  apreciar  la 
pureza  del  aire  de  San  Francisco 
Aún  en  esos  momentos  no  se  me  olvida 
que  la  calidad  de  nuestro  aire  es  un  proyec- 
to sin  terminar.  En  los  Estados  Unidos  el 
público  no  llegó  a entender  los  problemas 
ambientales  que  causan  los  medios  de 
transportes  sino  hasta  los  años  setenta. 
Afortunadamente,  esto  dio  lugar  a un 
nuevo  entendimiento  que,  junto  a la  crisis 
de  gasolina,  resultó  en  un  mejor  diseño  de 
forma  y utilidad  para  los  automóviles.  En 
calidad  de  miembro  de  la  mesa  directiva  de 
la  Autoridad  de  Transportes  del  Condado 
de  San  Francisco  y como  miembro  del 
Comité  de  la  Mesa  de  Supervisores  que 
estudia  los  temas  de  transportes  yo  tengo  la 
obligación  de  considerar  seriamente  el 
impacto  que  causa  la  infraestructura  de 
transportes  en  el  medio  ambiente. 

Nuestra  población  flotante,  que  es  de 
alrededor  de  un  millón  y medio  de  per- 
sonas que  visitan  y trabajan  en  esta  ciudad 
diariamente,  nos  pone  en  una  situación 
muy  peculiar.  Esta  se  complicó  también  a 
raíz  del  temblor  Loma  Prieta  de  1989,  el 
cual  dañó  la  Terminal  Transbay,  la 


autopista  del  Embarcadero,  la  autopista 
central  y la  autopista  Nimitz.  La  natu- 
raleza nos  ha  obligado  de  esta  forma  a 
evaluar  nuestras  prioridades  de  transportes 
para  el  nuevo  siglo.  El  alivio  que  están 
experimentando  los  automovilistas  al  este 
de  la  bahía  con  la  re-apertura  de  la 
autopista  Nimitz  se  llevó  ocho  largos  años 
en  desarrollar.  En  nuestro  lado  de  la  bahía, 
una  gran  parte  del  público  ha  celebrado  el 
nuevo  uso  de  lo  que  fuera  la  Autopista  del 
Embarcadero  y espera  con  entusiasmo  la 
construcción  de  la  nueva  Terminal 
Transbay  en  la  esquina  de  las  calles  Main 
y Beale.  Sin  embargo,  el  dilema  de  trans- 
portación no  se  ha  resuelto  a pesar  de  todos 
éstos  adelantos.  Nuestra  responsabilidad 
como  representantes  del  pueblo  consta  de 
hacer  recomendaciones  justas  e infor- 
madas que  puedan  beneficiar  al  mayor 
número  de  constituyentes  de  una  manera 
fiscalmente  eficaz  que  no  dañe  al  medio 
ambiente. 

El  lunes  ¿\  de  julio  de  1997  tuvimos  la 
oportunidad  de  cumplir  con  esta  respons- 
abilidad. Yo,  junto  con  otros  Supervisores, 
voté  en  favor  de  que  se  desarrollara  un 
estudio  formal  para  determinar  la  viabili- 
dad de  una  extensión  de  las  vías  férreas  de 
Caltrain  hasta  la  nueva  terminal.  Varios 


grupos  pro  medio  ambiente  y un  gran 
número  de  automovilistas  le  habían  insisti- 
do a la  Mesa  de  Supervisores  que  anulara 
el  veto  que  el  alcalde  utilizó  para  sus- 
pender el  proyecto  de  ley  que  habría  de 
generar  el  estudio.  San  Francisco  no  es  el 
único  condado  que  se  interesa  en  la  exten- 
sión de  las  vías  de  Caltrain  puesto  que 
miembros  del  ayuntamiento  de  San  Mateo 
habían  comunicado  su  apoyo  del  estudio. 
Nuestros  votos  no  fueron  suficientes  para 
conseguir  que  la  Mesa  de  Supervisores 
solicitara  el  estudio,  pero  sí  logramos  inci- 
tar una  polémica  acerca  de  los  medios  de 
transporte  en  relación  al  medio  ambiente. 

Mi  deseo  de  desarrollar  alternativas 


para  los  automovilistas  no  va  a terminar 
aquí  ya  que  estoy  motivado  de  enterarme 
de  otras  iniciativas  como  la  que  tomó  la 
Autoridad  Sobre  Vías  Férreas  de  Alta 
Velocidad  a nivel  estatal  con  motivo  de 
evaluar  un  servicio  de  alta  velocidad  que 
haría  enlace  entre  Los  Angeles  y San 
Francisco  en  menos  de  tres  horas 
También  durante  un  reciente  viaje  al  Japón 
tuve  la  oportunidad  de  estudiar  otros  mod- 
elos eficaces  de  transportes  en  Osaka  y 
Kyoto.  Estoy  convencido  de  que  siempre 
hay  algo  por  hacer  a nivel  regional  para 
facilitar  la  creación  de  una  infraestructura 
de  transportes  menos  dañina  al  medio 
ambiente 


•MllUi .i-l 


GALLERY  & GIFTS 


ftildut 


The  ArtBeat  Gallery  exhibition  program  offers  works  by 
contemporary  regional  fine  artists  and  fine  craft  artists. 


Gallery  Artists  represented  at  ArtBeat 

Tebby  George 

Wednesday  José  Ramón  Lerma 

Osvaldo  Ruiz  Muñoz 
Joe  Sam. 

7 to  10  p.m. 

Special  Exhibit  for  “Art  Crawl” 

Featuring  abstract  paintings , collages , mixed  media  works  on 
paper,  painted  pottery,  raku  ceramics , collectables  and  jewelry. 
PERSONAE  CHECKS  ARE  ACCEPTED.  LAYAWAY  PLANS  AVAILABLE. 

3266  -21st  Street,  off  Valencia 
H 415*643-8721 

.5  * 


Quality  Black  and  White  Photofinishing 
Quality  Used  Cameras  and  Repairs 
Quality  Darkroom  Supplies 

MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

1089  Valencia  St  (near  22nd)  SF  941 10  (415)641-8396 


PSYCHIC  HORIZONS 

FREE  Introductory  Meditation  Class 
Tuesdays  at  7:30  pm.  FREE  Healings 
July  26,  August  23,  September  27  at 
Psychic  Horizons,  972  Valencia  St., 
S.F.  Call  643-8800.  Everyone  Welcome. 
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Safeway  1997  or  1967? 

The  folks  sponsoring  the  Summer  of 
Love  Anniversary  Celebration  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  aren’t  the  only 
ones  who  are  bringing  back  the  spirit  of  the 
sixties.  Safeway,  at  least  the  one  at  the  new 
Potrero  Center,  is  also  getting  in  on  the  act, 
but  not  in  very  positive  way.  When  a dele- 
gation of  labor  and  community  leaders 
went  there  to  give  out  information  regard- 
ing the  struggle  of  strawberry  workers, 
manger  Mark  Holbrook  kicked  them  out  of 
the  store  and  tried  to  seize  the  film  from 
the  camera  of  New  Mission  News  photog- 
rapher Arthur  Hudson. 

Eva  Royale  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  was  outraged,  “We’ve  been  here 
before  and  he’s  always  said  he’s  going  to 
call  the  police  on  us,  which  is  our  first 
amendment  right.”  The  delegation  includ- 
ed some  fairly  heavy  weight  politicos  such 
as  Fred  Ross  Jr.  and  Herman  Muriagui  of 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi’s  office  and 
Walter  Johnson,  Secretary  Treasurer  of  the 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council,  as  well  as 
Julia  Globus-Sabor,  President  of  the  San 
Francisco  Youth  Commission.  Johnson 
called  Holbrook’s  action  “ridiculous  and 
also  very  insecure.”  Fred  Ross  Jr.,  whose 
father  Fred  Ross  Sr.  was  a moving  force  in 
the  UFW  when  the  union  clashed  with 
Safeway  in  the  Sixties,  was  also  irate.  ‘To 


JOB  AVAILABLE: 

SAFETY  OUTREACH 
WORKER 

Help  build  safer  neighborhoods.  Work 
with  broad  range  of  community  groups, 
police  and  other  city  departments.  B.A  or 
two  years  community  organizing 

experience  required.  Bilingual, 

multicultural  preferred.  Resume  and  cover 
letter  by  8/15/97  to  SFNSP,  850  Bryant 
#135,  SF  CA  94103 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 

Good  Vibrations  has  2 Ft  openings  for 
sales  associates  in  our  SF  store.  We  are 
looking  for  bilingual  (Spanish)  for  one  of 
the  positions.  Excellent  customer  service 
skills,  cash  register,  retail  experience. 
Ability  to  work  in  a team.  Apply  in 
person  (ll-7daily)  at  1210  Valencia 
Street,  SF.  CA  No  calls  please. 


be  abruptly  kicked  out  is  an  outrage,  espe- 
cially as  we’re  celebrating  Independence 
Day.” 

Pictured  above  with  Eva  Royale,  Walter 
Johnson  performs  some  street  theater  as  he 
pretends  to  talk  to  Thomas  Jefferson  on  a 
cell  phone.  Had  Jefferson  answered,  he 
might  have  told  Johnson  that  the  tree  of 
liberty,  from  time  to  time,  needs  to  be 
watered  with  a little  strawberry  juice 


FREE  DELIVERY 


WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392  24TH  ST.; 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

W#b  Site  Http:\\cltysiarclLC«/SFQ/ltoti  Piales  3391 B81 

Come  and  enjoy  our  dining  room 
open  7 days  a week. 

HOURS 

11AM  - 11PM  Sunday  through 
Thursday  11AM  - midnight 
Friday/Saturday 

$3  OFF  $ 2 OFF  $1  OFF 

¡ X-LARCE  LARGE  MEDIUM  j 
; Minimum  3 Toppings 

i Not  valid  with  tide  orders  Please  mention  coupon* when  , 
i ordering  Offei  cannot  he  combined  i 

Valid  anytime. 

I I 


FREE  NICOTINE  GUM 

The  Habit  Abatement  Clinic  at  UCSF  is 
offering  a free  research  treatment 
program.  For  more  information  call 

(415)  502-8435 


Sunrise  Takeover 

The  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners,  the 
teenager  run  and  managed  sidewalk 
cleaning  company,  is  now  taking  on 
entire  blocks  of  the  Mission  instead  of  just 
individual  businesses.  The  first  block  to 
sign  on  was  2400  block  of  Mission,  where 
all  the  merchants  on  the  west  side  of  the 
street  (except  one  honky  tonk  bar)  signed 


up  for  the  regular  Sunrise  beautification 
service.  Pictured  above,  Jose  Najar  of  the 
Andora  Inn  (third  from  the  left)  congratu- 
lates the  Sunrise  crew  on  a job  well  done. 
Najar  helped  organize  other  merchants  on 
the  block.  If  your  home  or  business  exteri- 
or needs  some  sprucing  up.  Sunrise 
Sidewalk  Cleaners  can  be  contacted  at 
861-8202.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


freewheel  bike  shop 


Tnnim 


smsw  ra 5s© 5® era  ©H®j“® 

980  Valencia 

643-9213 


open  12-7pm  closed 

Expert  Repairs-Custom  Framesets 

Hands  on  classes  @1920Hayes  #752-9195 


P3 


Awareness  is  Revolutionai 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita 


Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 


37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 


New  ColleqE  oF  CaLíFornía 

PROMOTING  MULTICULTURALISM 
INTO  THE  NEXT  MILLENIUM 

New  ColUqE  oF  CaUFornía 

ÍS  COMMiTTEd  TO  AN  EcIuCATÍON  tIhAT  ENCOURAQES 

CoMMtNiiy  BtildÍNq  • CrítÍcaI  & CROUNded  ThÍNkÍNq 
SocíaL  Concern  & Actívísm  • iNTERdisciplÍNARy  Learninc, 
An  UNdERSTANdÍNq  & AppRECÍATÍON  OÍ  CuLtURaL  DÍVERSÍTy 


Our  HuMANÍtÍES  ANd  WEEltENd 
B.A.  CompIetíon  Programs  are 

CURRENTly  ACCEpTÍNq  ApplÍCAT¡ONS 

For  tIie  FaLI  '97  Term 


ENjoy  smaII  interactive  semínars 

Al\d  EXTENSÍVE  AdviSINQ  ÍROM  boifl 
ÍACulty  ANd  COMMUNity  MENTORS 


ChoosE  a sckdulE  tIhat  meets  youR 
NEEds  dAy,  EVENÍNQ  OR  WEEkENds 

Areas  of  siudy  íncMe 


ARTS,  MUSIC  & LITERATURE,  CULTURAL  STUDIES 
ANd  COMMUNITY  & GLOBAL  STUDIES 

AddirioNAl  pRoqRAMS  offtRtd  ai  New  ColltqE:  Public  Inieresi  Law  School,  School  of 
CRAduAiE  Psycholoqy,  WEEkENd  M.A.,  Poeiícs  M.A.  & M.F.A.,  TeacIier  EducAiioN 
CREdENliAÍ,  CrEATÍON  SpÍRÍTllAliiy  M A , WEEkENd  Scíence  Instítuie 

777  Valencia  Street 

¡n  tlfE  Mission  District  of  Sain  Francísco 

AdñiissioNS  (415)457  5460 

InFo:  http://www.newcollege.edu 

PeopIe  of  ColoR  ARE  ENCOURAqed  IO  Apply. 
FínancíaI  Aid  is  AvaíIaHe.  AccREdiud  by  ihf  Wesiern  Assocíaiíon  of  Schools  ANd  ColleqES 

CELEBRATING  25  YEARS  OF  PROGRESSIVE  EDUCATION 


AllFORNIA 
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Poems 
of  the  Month 


Barbara  Bennett 


THE  DESTROYED 

the  destroyed  live  with  panic  the  way 
others  do  with  morning  cough 
the  destroyed  have  great  stories 
all  of  them  true,  especially  the  lies 

the  destroyed  are  exciting,  like  a car 
wreck 

the  destroyed  do  a mean  tango  in  Hell 

the  destroyed  dress  for  every  climate 

they  know  what  to  do  with  rags 

I’ve  seen  the  destroyed  make  them- 
selves up  with  nothing  but  blood  and  look 
ravishing 

the  destroyed  don’t  need  address  books, 
they  remember  things 

the  destroyed  have  a talent  for  raw  pain 

a knack  for  complex  self -destruction 

great  skill  at  running  away 

a genius  for  sleeping  anywhere 

the  destroyed  get  up  ‘Round  Midnight 

the  destroyed  are  too  proud  to  beg  but 
do  it  anyway,  for  the  experience 

the  destroyed  are  fantastic  dreamers, 
even  in  their  sleep 

the  destroyed  are  as  crafty  as  racoons 

the  destroyed  come  in  all  sexes,  many 
colors,  and  endless  contexts 

the  destroyed  may  make  it  yet,  but  it 
won’t  be  their  fault 

the  destroyed  have  it  made 

the  destroyed  are  only  patriotic  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven 


the  destroyed  scream  like  music  and  fall 
like  lowers 

cry  like  birds  and  swoon  like  Jesus 

the  destroyed  crash  and  bum  then  catch 
a ride  going  south  of  no  north 


the  destroyed  can’t  give  up,  it’s  not 
polite 


by  David  Lemer 


In  1985,  in  the  SF  poetry  scene,  you  could 
count  the  open  readings  in  any  week  on  one 
hand.  Like  me,  David  Lerner  cut  his  poetry 
chops  at  the  Café  Babar  open  readings,  a week- 
ly gin  joint  melee  whose  indifference  to  medioc- 
rity and  fame  revitalized  the  SF  poetry  of  the 
80 's.  David  Lemer  was  perhaps  the  best  of  the 
bunch,  a man  of  enormous  appetites  with  zero 
tolerance  for  sentiment  who  nonetheless  said 
that  ' feeling  is  the  presence  of  God  in  man  ", 
He  died  last  month  under  circumstances  that 
cannot  detract  from  his  verse  His  insistence  on 
the  humanity  of  every  human  was  his  own  pri- 
vate revolution.  His  strength  to  propel  a poet  s 
heart  beyond  the  emptiness  of  media  & politics 
& power  will  endear  him  to  true  minds  every- 
where. 

Bruce  Isaacson 


Send  words  to 

Barbara  Bennett,  Poetry  Editor, 

New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia  SF  CA 
94110 


USED  BOOKS 


AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20°  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110  (415)  648-0957 


Manzanita’s  New  Hours  — Noon  to  Nine,  Closed  Tuesdays 

web  site  http://tcc.iz.net/~jeffs/Manzanita 


Vou’ve  .sever  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 


PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunnv  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of  j 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


rC  HÜ 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Editor: 

During  the  years  that  I was  President  of 
the  Fair  Oaks  Neighbors,  youth  issues  and 
crime  issues  were  the  major  focus  among  a 
neighborhood  groups.  Now  it  seems  that 
more  neighborhoods  are  asking  questions 
about  traffic  policy.  While  our  focus  at 
Fair  Oaks  was  on  youth,  Caltrans  and  the 
City  turned  Guerrero  into  a major  express- 
way. Will  Valencia  Street  be  next? 

Fortunately  the  neighbors  around 
Valencia  Street  have  become  aware  of  the 
importance  of  traffic  policy  on,  not  only 
the  quality  of  life,  but  also  the  economic 
vitality  of  a neighborhood.  They  see 
Valencia  as  street  that  lies  wholly  within 
the  Mission  and  should  benefit  the  resi- 
dents and  businesses  in  the  area  Valencia 
is  an  area  of  the  Mission  that  has  experi- 
enced great  economic  growth  in  the  past 
few  years.  The  future  of  this  growth 
depends  on  keeping  it  a neighborhood 
street.  With  some  help  from  the  S.F. 
Bicycle  Coalition  a plan  is  being  devel- 
oped to  make  Valencia  a pleasant  element 
is  increased  pedestrian  and  bicycle  safety. 

Residents  and  businesses  of  the  area  are 
being  encouraged  to  indicate  how  they 
want  their  part  of  Valencia  to  be.  Already 
concern  about  parking  has  come  up.  No 
change  in  parking  patterns  are  expected, 
but  increased  bicycle  use  by  area  residents 
should  free  up  parking  as  more  people 
carry  their  bikes  into  their  apartments  and 
have  no  need  for  parking. 

Neighborhood  groups,  churches  and 
businesses  will  be  asked  for  input  on  the 
Valencia  project  in  the  weeks  to  come. 
There  will  be  many  differences  of  opinion, 
but  if  all  parties  focus  on  what  is  best  for 
the  Valencia  area  a neighborhood  consen- 
sus should  emerge. 

Sincerely, 

Paul  Nixon 

Editor: 

Since  D and  F seem  to  have  won  at  the 
polls,  I can  only  hope  you’re  right  that  the 
super-rich  out-of-town  mall-builders  who 
own  the  team  will  kick  back  a tiny  fraction 
of  our  public  treasure  by  hiring  a few 
Bayveiw-Hunters  Point  residents  for  low- 


paying  service  jobs  as  long  as  their  chains 
stores  deign  to  remain  at  Candlestick 
Point. 

It’s  very  unfair  of  you  to  parrot  Jack 
Davis,  DcBartolo-Policy,  and  Willie  Boss 
by  asserting  that  bad-mouthers  of  D and  F 
are  nay-sayers  and  whiners.  I have  always 
been  a passionate  advocate  for  sharing 
wealth,  as  I’m  sure  most  people  in  the  city 
are  Giving  $100  million  to  sports  team 
owners  is  a piss-poor  way  to  go  about  it. 
Many  of  us  despise  pro  sports  blackmail 
(we’ll  move  the  49ers  if  you  don’t  give  us 
$100  million)  and  their  exploitation  of  the 
poor  in  this  campaign  (we’ve  never  done 
anything  for  them  before,  but  if  you  don’t 
give  us  $100  million,  you  are  racist).  We 
are  not  Clint  Reilly,  who  exploited  bigotry 
in  his  late  postering  in  the  Brown-Jordan 
mayoral  election.  Joel  Ventresca,  while 
not  talking  like  a man  of  the  people  (some- 
thing Willie  Brown  only  pretends  to  be),  at 
least  said  he  preferred  investment  m the 
Third  Street  corridor. 

And  that  is  the  main  point:  You  should 
have  maintained  you  usual  principled  posi- 
tion and  caved  into  the  blandishments  of 
the  super-rich  out-of  town  mall-builders. 
By  drumming  up  support  for  direct  invest- 
ment, micro-lending,  and  other  plans  that 
undoubtedly  already  exist  for  Bayview- 
Hunters  Point,  you  could  have  crusaded 
with  the  rest  of  us  for  much  cheaper  and 
more  beneficial  programs  that  probably 
would  have  gone  into  effect  sooner  than 
the  stadium  mall.  By  saying  that  even  100 
jobs  costing  $ 100,00  each  through  D and  F 
make  a yes  vote  worthwhile,  you  suggest- 
ed that  we  should  all  slack  off  and  let  the 
hoteliers  and  other  big  corpo-rats  continue 
their  pimping  and  raping  of  our  economy 
and  social  structure.  Always  do  what’s 
possible,  but  never  let  so  of  the  long-range 
values  and  visions! 

Your  friend’ 

Richard  Hack 

Editor 

I disagree  about  da  Mayor,  but  that’s  not 
the  reason  for  this  letter.  The  Ramp  could 
become  an  all-ages  club  and  cut  out  alco- 
hol altogether.  No  more  worries  about 
selling  to  minors,  plus  minors  get  a new 
place  to  hang  out  with  no  stress.  There  are 
too  few  places  like  that  around.  Da  City  is 
full  of  alcohol  serving  places,  one  less 
would  be  a blessing. 

Thorton  Kimes 

P.S.  “...killed  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  eggs...” 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  (hat  may  meet  your 
special  financia!  needs.  Our  Xnghhorhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  helpvou  get 
a loan  faster  than  Vou  think'  Out  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  :ire 
more  affordjbie.  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  in<  oine  ano 
for  small  bikini  "es  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Educauon.Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  'e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registrauon 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

S17.0UÜ  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal,  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Ijoan  A mount  Up  to  $1 3,000  per  household  or  per  business  enutv 

RepO\menl  L'p  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  3.75%  .Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed" 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco  Ba\  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


BANK  Of  CANTON 
Of  CAUfORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

cTnocb  reserve  the  nght  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 

rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  nouce. 


Mission  District  Home  Owners 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
can’t  pick  up  the  tab? 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM  (CHRP) 

& 

CODE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  REHABILITATION  FUND  (CERF) 

• A new  roof  ♦ Electrical  repairs 

• Sewer  repairs  • Hot  water 

• New  rear  stairs  • To  correct  a Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is 
within  certain  guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for 
a City  sponsored  CHRP  or  CERF  loans. 

(Example:  A family  of  four  may  make  up  to  $47,050  per  year) 

How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  Amount  Interest  Term 

CHRP  $40,000  / Unit  3 % 10  yrs.  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

CERF  $ 7,500  / Unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 


For  more  information  call:  864-6432  ext.  308,  Lucy  Pineda  at 
MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 


Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Ol  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Kerouac  Alley) 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Bayview  Federal  Bank 

Bayview  Federal  Bank  has  been  at  its 
22ik1  and  Mission  location  since  1911.  It 
was  one  of  Bayview ’s  first  branches  in  a 
Bay  Area  banking  network  that  has  now 
grown  to  include  27  locations.  Bayview  is 
a full  service  bank  offering  checking  and 
savings  accounts  as  well  as  commercial, 
home  and  auto  loans. 

One  current  program  of  special  note  is  a 
six-month  CD  with  a 5.94  annual  percent- 
age yield.  The  Mission  and  22nd  branch’s 
nicest  feature,  however,  is  a children’s 
area,  with  cozy  seating  and  a colorful 
mural  where  kids  can  sit  and  watch  videos 
such  as  “Roger  Rabbit”  while  their  parents 
conduct  business.  “We  realize  this  is  a 
family  neighborhood  and  parents  are  going 
to  come  here  with  their  kids,  so  we’ve  tried 
to  make  it  an  enjoyable  experience  for 
everybody,”  said  customer  service  manag- 
er Marcial  Gonzalez 

Bayview  Bank  is  located  at  2601 
Mission  Street  and  open  Monday  - 
Thursday  from  9 to  4:30  and  Fridays  from 
9 to  6 and  Saturday  9 to  1.  Call  826-8410 


_.  . Photos  by 

The  Firecracker  v¡Ck¡e  Rega 


The  Firecracker ‘s  delicious  moderately 
priced  Chinese  cuisine  and  stylish  atmos- 
phere have  made  the  place  so  popular  that 
sometimes  there  are  lines  backed  up  onto 
the  sidewalk  on  weekends.  Locals  have 
managed  to  dodge  the  crowds  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  Firecracker’s  great  lunch 
selections.  Highly  recommended  is  the 
Crab  Rangoon  Wrap  Appetizer  (S3. 50) 
crab  meat  wrapped  in  a star  shaped  pastry 
shell,  served  with  mild  and  hot  sauces. 
This  can  be  followed  up  by  the  very  spicy 
Kung  Pao  Chicken  ($4.50)  or  the  Buddha’s 
Delight  ($5.00)  mixed  vegetables  in  a gin- 
gery sauce.  Despite  it’s  name,  most  of  the 
Firecracker’s  selections  are  not  hot;  most 
entrees  have  a savory,  expert  blend  of 
sauces  and  seasonings  that  will  please  the 
most  discriminating  palate. 

The  Firecracker  is  located  at 
1007 Valencia  Street  and  open  for  lunch 
Tuesday  - Sunday  12  to  3,  and  for  dinner 
on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Sunday  5:30 
-10:30  and  on  Friday  and  Saturday  from  5: 
30  to  11.  Call  642-3470 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


with  Mary  lannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

• Calm  Your  Mind 

• Find  a Deeper  Side  of  Yourself 


Beginning  Level  Gass  - Tuesdays  Evengings,  6 - 7:30  pm 
3435  Cesar  Chavez  St  at  Valencia,  Studio  202 


For  More  Information  Call  Mary  at  (41 5)  564-4340 


Wednesday:  Dance  to  Banda 

Thursday:  Dance  to  Salsa  Cumbia,  MerengeDJ  Hawaii  Grenier 
W ed.  & Thurs.  All  drinks  $3.50  All  beers  S2.50 


LIVE  MUSIC  & DJ  Hawaii  Grenier!  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.,  & Mon. 
DANCING  ¡Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday 
Special  Monday:  Dance  with  DJ  Hawaii  Grenier 

Special  prices  for  all  drinks  and  beers 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 

NO  COVER  CHARGE! 


M ' • ;•>’  »t»n 

OPEN  FOR  BID: 

THE  ONLY  FOOD  AND  BEVERAGE  CONCESSION  IN  DOLORES 

PARK. 

CALL  MEDA  FOR  BIDDING  INFORMATION  415-282-3334 

REQUERIMIENTO  DE  PROPOSICIONES: 

LA  UNICA  CONCESION  DE  SERVICIOS  DE  COMIDA  Y BEBIDAS  EN 
EL  PARQUE  DOLORES 

LLAMAR  A MEDA  PARA  MAS  INFORMACION  O LICITACION  AL 
415-282-3334. 


CVBSR  BflZHBR 


ouc  orve  stop  service  center 

omputer  Time  Rental 
**  Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress.  Photoshop,  illustrator,  PageMaker,  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker,  FreeHand,  WordScan,  Acrobat,  Streamline,  Words,  works,  Claris. 

Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 

Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


• Flyers 

• Resumé 

• Labels 
•Fedex 


• Menus  • Business  Cards 

• Scanning  • Laser  Prints 

• Binding  • Laminating 

• U.P.S  • Mail  Boxes 


924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


PARTICIPANTS  NEEDED  for  the  Ms  Study 

The  Department  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  is  looking  for  women  with  heavy  uterine  bleeding  to 
be  part  of  a nationwide  study  of  3000  women  looking  at  medical 
treatments  and  hysterectomy  Ms  (Medicine  or  Surgery?).  This  study 
involves  commonly  used  treatments  - there  are  no  new  medications 
being  tested. 


Ms  Study  participants  must  be 

. . women  between  30  and  50  years  old 
AND 

have  menstrual  periods  for  at  least  7 days  a month 
OR 

be  anemic  (low  blood)  from  heavy  bleeding 

Participants  will  be  eligible  for  free  medication  and/or  cash 
reimbursement  for  their  time.  If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  Ms  Study,  please  call  206-3634  or  206-3096 
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Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  60  Years 


WM/' 


f SINCE  1937 


S 1 

• • 


Dark  Room  Supplies 
• Film  and  Filters 
Ilford  & Luminos  Paper 

• New  and  Used  Cameras 

• Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 
Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 


2959  Mission  St. 

(Between  25th  & 26th) 

647-8737 

Order  to  Co! 
Free  Delivery! 

Open  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


Tel:  693-9613 
Fax : 693-9614 


380  Bush  Street  near  Kearny 

(Downstairs)  San  Francisco,  CA  94108 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Strec:) 

824-3<J!)4 

Open  Everyday 

11:00  11:00 

Natural  Niraan  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


Cf<U  CjrujcuUc  Produce  All  Summed 

JOIN  TERRA  FIRMA  FARMS 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT  AGRICULTURE  ( CSA  ) 

Get  a box  of  freshly  picked,  organically  grown  produce 
each  week.  The  boxes  have  enough  vegetables  for 
a household  of  four  non-vegetarians  or  for  two  vegetarians. 

Call  Marcy  @ 41 5.826.71 98  or 

DROP  BY  ¿laye' l FOR  A BROCHURE 
FAYE'S  IS  A NEIGHBORHOOD  MARKET  - 3614  18TH  STREET  ® GUERRERO 
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Tina 


Paula  Tejeda 


A real  (art)  blast 

Frida  Kahlo,  the  surrealist  Mexican 
artist  married  to  the  bigger  than  life 
Diego  Rivera,  has  a pizzeria  named 
after  her  on  24th  and  Missioa  You  might 
say:  only  in  America.  But,  as  snobbish  as 
the  art  world  can  turn,  these  two  artists 
surely  would  be  proud  of  what  Frida’s 
Pizza  stands  for  the  Mexican  love  of  food 
and  its  link  to  popular  art 

Marino  Sandoval,  owner  of  Balazo 
Taquerías  and  Frida’s  Pizza,  is  the  mecena 
of  a rapidly  growing  Mission  art  scene. 
Sandoval’s  taquerías  are  rooted  in  the 
Mexican  belief  that  food  is  part  of  the  cul- 
ture, and  the  culture  believes  in  good  food. 
When  he  opened  his  first  taquerías  he 
wanted  something  original,  something 
fresh.  He  gave  artists  the  opportunity  to 
decorate  his  taquerías.  Finally,  when  he 
bought  the  space  for  Frida’s  Pizza,  he  also 
acquired  the  space  above  Frida’s  to  create 
Galería  Balazo. 

Mario  Joel  began  bringing  artists  to  the 
taquerías  and  was  the  original  curator  of 
Galería  Balazo;  presently  Galería  Balazo 
is  run  by  Jesus  Angel  (Chucho)  Perez, 
Lawrence  Colación  and  Michael  Roman. 
Roman  says:  “Mario  brought  together  a lot 
of  interesting  people  and  art  styles,  making 
the  art  space  accessible  to  all  people,  con- 
tributing to  this  new  art  scene  emerging  in 
the  Mission  and  currently  underground. 

Michael  Roman,  a Lower  East  Side 
New  Yorker  remembers  when  the  Lower 
East  Side  had  the  same  pulse  of  what’s 
happening  in  the  Mission.  He  has  worked 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  for  the  past 
eight  years  and  is  Artist  in  Residence  at  the 
MCC.  A lot  of  Santana’s  clothes  are 
exclusive  prints  by  Michael  Roman  print- 
ed at  the  Center.  He  is  a classical  MCC 
figure,  as  controversial  as  the  Center  itself. 
Presently,  when  done  teaching  at  the  MCC, 
he  walks  across  the  street  to  Frida’s  Pizza 
to  silkscreen  in  the  Gallery  ; each  pizza  box 
with  popular  images  that  range  from 
Zapata,  Comandante  Marcos,  Rigoberta 
Menchu,  Cesar  Chavez,  Frida  Kahlo  to 
Miles  Davis,  Billie  Holiday  and  his  trade- 
mark of  angels,  calaveras,  diablitos  y gari- 
tos. 

Jesus  Angel  (Chucho)  Perez  is  present- 
ly artist  in  residence  of  the  California  Arts 
Council.  He  oversees  a mural  project  for 
youth  at  risk  in  Oakland,  mainly  the  Asian 
community  in  the  San  Antonio  neighbor- 


hood and  first  generation  Mexican  kids. 
Chucho  graduated  from  the  Universidad 
de  Arte  de  Mexico.  Chucho  is  pivotal  in 
bringing  together  Sandoval  and  the  artists 
at  Balazo.  He,  Roman  and  Lawrence  did 
the  art  work  at  the  Balazo  Taquería  in  the 
Haight. 

Lawrence  Colación  is  originally  from 
L.A.  He  exhibits  currently  at  Studio  24 
and  throughout  Southern  California.  He  is 
featured  silk-screen  artist  at  Selfhelp 
Graphics  and  is  responsible  for  organizing 
the  upcoming  “Arte  Libre  III-  Tribute  to 
Mexican  Lucha  Libre"  (wrestling),  bring- 
ing together  artists  from  the  Bay  Area  and 
Los  Angeles  under  the  cape  of  wrestling. 

Coming  up  August  15,  Arte  Libre  is  a 
multimedia  event  featuring  live  profes- 
sional wrestlers.  It  will  present  some  of 
the  best  L.A.  and  San  Francisco  artists 
using  wrestling  as  their  medium.  (Those 
that  wear  a wrestling  mask  get  in 
free).  Mission  Badlands  is  part  of  Galería 
Balazo.  This  is  a small  shop  for  local 
artists  to  sell  their  visionary  artifacts:  T- 
shirts,  bags,  furniture,  prints,  posters,  etc. 
On  Sunday  mornings  at  Mission  Badlands, 
Herminia  Albarran  will  be  serving  tradi- 
tional Mexican  breakfast  as  served  in  the 
old  country. 

Twice  a month,  there  will  be  parties 
with  live  music,  poetry  readings,  perfor- 
mances, rituals  and  various  venues  for 
artists.  In  the  works  for  August  and 
September  is  a Tattoo  Show,  24  Girls  from 
24th  Street  and  the  Mexican  Wrestler 
Show  already  mentioned.  The  preview 
party  held  on  June  18  featured  movies  by 
David  Martinez,  photos  by  Silvia 
Ledezma,  and  the  Rock  en  Español  band 
MITO  presented  by  DJ  Loco  Lizard.  Loco 
Lizard  is  editor  of  Rockalifas,  a Rock 
Latino  supplement  published  once  a montl 
by  Nuevo  Horizontes. 

All  this  is  the  spontaneous  combustion 
of  artists  finding  a way  to  channel  their 
creativity.  All  this,  without  grants,  board 
meetings,  proposals,  etc.  Sony,  but  that’s 
the  way  it  goes.  Art  and  creativity  is  spon- 
taneous, it  cannot  be  forced,  especially 
within  mediums  that  have  the  potential  for 
becoming  self-serving.  In  Spanish  “bal- 
azaf’  means  to  fire  a shotgun.  In  Mexico, 
the  train  ride  from  Guadalajara  to  Mexicali 
is  called  “el  balazo”  (not  necessarily  as  fast 
as  that).  El  Balazo  Gallery  and  Mission 
Badlands  are  located  at  2811  Mission 
Street.  Al  tiro  con  el  Balazo! 


It  is  time  for  good  coffee  at 

A 


T/te  CCu6  Coffee  Houses 


'Best  Coffee  & Coffee  drinfes 

Organic  Sandwiches  & Salad 

Bower  Smoothies 

Live  Juices 

920  Valencia  st.,  between  20th  & Liberty 
Open  every  day  from  6:00  am  to  12:00  midnight 
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Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


TODO  EL  MUNDO 
NECESITA 

Given  the  theme  of  this  month’s  edi- 
tion I feel  obligated  to  speak  on  the 
environment,  in  relation  to  music. 
The  environment  in  its  most  generic  sense 
is  the  point  of  departure  for  all  music.  If 
we  want  to  understand  any  music,  we  must 
understand  the  environment  it  comes  from 
and  to  understand  any  environment,  one 
must  listen  to  the  music.  Music  is  a funda- 
mental part  of  any  human  environment  and 
humans  occupy  most  places  in  our  world. 

Technology  can  take  us  to  the  most 
remote  comers  of  the  world  from  the  com- 
fort of  our  own  home  and  likewise  even 
the  most  distant  places  are  not  immune 
from  modem  media  Many  people  from 
first  world  cultures  seek  out  a pure  envi- 
ronment such  as  the  Amazon  rainforest,  or 
a village  in  Bali,  or  the  outback  of 
Australia,  hoping  to  find  themselves  in  a 
space  devoid  of  anything  familiar  only  to 
be  shocked  to  hear  someone  playing  a cas- 
sette of  Michael  Jackson  or  see  a television 
tuned  into  CNN.  Just  as  there  are  precious 
few  places  with  an  untouched  pristine 
environment  there  are  also  very  few  cul- 
tures with  music  that  remains  untouched 
by  outside  influences. 

Rather  than  lament  the  lack  of  “purity” 
in  our  world,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to 
acknowledge  the  give  and-take  of  the  rela- 
tion between  people  and  their  environ- 
ment When  one  lives  in  the  city,  souixis 
like  police  sirens,  car  alarms,  and  people 
yelling  on  the  street  are  simply  part  of  the 
ambiance  like  bullfrogs,  roosters  and 
crickets  are  part  of  the  ambient  sound  of 
the  countryside.  I remember  returning  to 
Ohio  after  living  in  New  York  City  and  in 
the  quiet  of  the  suburbs,  I could  not  sleep 
because  of  the  “noisy”  frogs  outside;- 
sirens  and  alarms  (city  crickets  I called 
them)  wouldn’t  have  bothered  me.  The 
point  here  is  that  we  cannot  separate  our- 
selves from  our  environment  We  are  part 
of  it  and  it  is  a part  of  us.  The  question  is. 
“what’s  the  give  and  take?” 

A new  release  that’s  got  many  African 
music  fans  excited  is  Sékouba  Bambino 
Diabate ’s  Kassa.  From  Guinea,  where  he  is 
the  most  popular  singer  going  back  to  the 
days  when  he  sang  with  the  legendary 
Bembeya  Jazz  National,  we  have  a CD  that 
embraces  many  different  stylings  of  the 
African  Diaspora  but  remains  rooted  in 
Manding  griot  culture.  Gifted  with  a mag- 
ical voice  like  Salif  Keita,  he  sings  with  a 
power  and  subtlety  that  could  call  the 
whole  village  to  prayer.  Produced  by 
Ibrahim  Sylla,  who  seems  to  have  pro- 
duced every  Francophone  African  star,  the 
supporting  cast  includes  Congolese, 
Cameron,  Cape  Verde,  Antillean  and 


French  musicians,  not  to  mention  top 
Guinean  musicians  like  Sekou  “Diamond 
Fingers”  Bembeya  on  guitar  and  a lush 
chorus  of  women  singers.  Traditional 
instruments  such  as  the  wooden  marimba 
(balafon)  and  kora  are  used  but  this  is  a 
truly  modem  recording  with  keyboards 
and  guitars  as  well  as  great  horn  arrange- 
ments. This  is  one  of  those  rare  gems  that 
remains  rooted  but  incorporates  many  out- 
side textures.  Electro-griot  at  its  finest! 

My  pick  for  the  best  new  Latin  dance 
cut  of  the  summer  is  “Todo  el  mundo  nece- 
sita” by  Johnny  Almendra  y los  Jovenes 
del  Barrio  from  their  latest  CD  called 
Reconfirmando. 

This  is  the  freshest  thing  I’ve  heard 
from  Latin  New  York  in  a while.  The 
group  is  basically  a charanga  band  but  they 
play  other  styles  using  that  instrumenta- 
tion. On  this  CD  they  bring  in  the  soul 
crossover  attempts  along  with  cumbia  and 
of  course  a range  of  other  Cuban  musics. 
This  one  song  sounds  like  it  is  straight  out 
of  Havana  today.  It’s  hip  and  funky  and 
includes  a “rap”  part  that  works  perfect- 
ly;. Its  sung  mostly  in  Spanish  but  there’s  a 
great  moment  when  the  singer,  Cuban 
Miles  Peña,  is  acting  out  the  part  of  a 
newly  arrived  Cuban  trying  to  pick  up  a 
woman  and  says  in  English  “I  dont  peek 
Inglish"  in  perfect  Cuban  English.  This 
CD  shows  just  how  strong  the  contempo- 
rary Cuban  sound  has  influenced  what’s 
happening  in  New  York  now. 

Viva  la  musical 
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HAPPY  HOUR  „ 

everyday  ^ m 


A 

$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 
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POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 
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photographic  services 

2 : 

Custom  Block  & UUhlte  Photofinishing 

2 - 

425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCOCA  94103 

- 1 

(415)487  9996  FAX (41  5) 487-9997 

312.0  164\S3 

431-406^1 
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open  Monldy  Ttrv  S dtvrídy  LUNCH 

11  ^ 3:30  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 
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esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


DINNER 
5-11  pm 
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| AT  OUR  MEXICAN  ¿RILLS  g 

1 ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  1 


g 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 


431-3351 
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3071  16TH  ST.  * SF 
864*8840 
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